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CHAPTER 1:

Tree City USA Standards

To qualify as a Tree City USA community, you must meet four standards established by
the Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association of State Foresters. These standards
were established to ensure that every qualifying community would have a viable tree
management program and that no community would be excluded because of size. The four
standards for Tree City USA Recognition is as follows:
STANDARD 1
A Tree Board or Department
Someone must be legally responsible for the care of all trees on city‐ or town‐owned
property. By delegating tree care decisions to a professional forester, arborist, city department,
citizen‐led tree board or some combination, city leaders determine who will perform necessary
tree work. The public will also know who is accountable for decisions that impact community
trees. Often, both professional staff and an advisory tree board are established, which is a good
goal for most communities.
The formation of a tree board often stems from a group of citizens. In some cases a
mayor or city officials have started the process. Either way, the benefits are immense. Involving
residents and business owners creates wide awareness of what trees do for the community and
provides broad support for better tree care.
STANDARD 2
A Tree Care Ordinance
A basic public tree care ordinance forms the foundation of a city’s tree care program. It
provides an opportunity to set good policy and back it with the force of law when necessary.
A key section of a qualifying ordinance is one that establishes the tree board or forestry
department—or both—and gives one of them the responsibility for public tree care (as
reflected in Standard 1). It should also assign the task of crafting and implementing a plan of
work or for documenting annual tree care activities.
Ideally, the ordinance will also provide clear guidance for planting, maintaining and
removing trees from streets, parks and other public spaces as well as activities that are required
or prohibited. Beyond that, the ordinance should be flexible enough to fit the needs and
circumstances of the particular community.
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STANDARD 3
A Community Forestry Program with an Annual Budget of at Least Two Dollars Per Capita
City trees provide many benefits—clean air, clean water, shade and beauty to name a
few—but they also require an investment to remain healthy and sustainable. By providing
support at or above the $2 per capita minimum, a community demonstrates its commitment to
grow and tend these valuable public assets. Budgets and expenditures require planning and
accountability, which are fundamental to the long‐term health of the tree canopy and the Tree
City USA program.
To meet this standard each year, the community must document at least $2 per capita
toward the planting, care and removal of city trees—and the planning efforts to make those
things happen. At first this may seem like an impossible barrier to some communities. However,
a little investigation usually reveals that more than this amount is already being spent on tree
care. If not, this may signal serious neglect that will cost far more in the long run. In such a case,
working toward Tree City USA recognition can be used to reexamine the community's budget
priorities and redirect funds to properly care for its tree resources before it is too late.
STANDARD 4
An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation
An effective program for community trees would not be complete without an annual
Arbor Day ceremony. Citizens join together to celebrate the benefits of community trees and
the work accomplished to plant and maintain them. By passing and reciting an official Arbor
Day proclamation, public officials demonstrate their support for the community tree program
and complete the requirements for becoming a Tree City USA!
This is the least challenging—and probably most enjoyable—standard to meet. An Arbor
Day celebration can be simple and brief or an all‐day or all‐week observation. It can include a
tree planting event, tree care activities or an award ceremony that honors leading tree planters.
For children, Arbor Day may be their only exposure to the green world or a springboard to
discussions about the complex issue of environmental quality.
The benefits of Arbor Day go far beyond the shade and beauty of new trees for the next
generation. Arbor Day is a golden opportunity for publicity and to educate homeowners about
proper tree care. Utility companies can join in to promote planting small trees beneath power
lines or being careful when digging. Fire prevention messaging can also be worked into the
event, as can conservation education about soil erosion or the need to protect wildlife habitat.
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CHAPTER 2:

Municipal Code Regulations

Cerritos Municipal Code (CMC)
Chapter 9.75
TREES AND LANDSCAPE
Sections:
9.75.100
9.75.110
9.75.120
9.75.130
9.75.135
9.75.140
9.75.150
9.75.160
9.75.170
9.75.180
9.75.190
9.75.200
9.75.210
9.75.220

Purpose.
Definitions.
Obligations of residential property owners.
Commercial and industrial regulations.
Multifamily residential and homeowners’ association regulations.
Prohibition in parkways.
Duties of the property preservation commission.
Duties of the director of public works.
Parkway trees.
Public nuisance.
City tree removal.
Protection of city trees.
Interference with the director of public works.
Penalties.

9.75.100 Purpose.
The intent of this chapter is to establish goals, policies and regulations which will ensure
compliance with the city’s objective to create and maintain a community forest as an essential
element of the city’s character; to provide a unifying influence throughout city parks and
streetscapes through the selective planting of trees according to the streetscape and median
development guidelines; to register and conserve heritage trees; to sustain the standards and
expectations of being a member of Tree City USA; and to establish the property preservation
commission as the advising body to the city council for tree‐related issues. (Ord. 940 § 2, 2008:
Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
9.75.110 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth
herein:
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(1)
“City tree” means a tree which is located within any city park, city easement,
parkway or on any other city‐owned property.
(2)
“Commercial” means private property zoned for commercial uses.
(3)
“Director” means the director of public works or his or her designee.
(4)
“City easement” means land owned by another over which the city has an
easement for street, parks, landscaping and related purposes.
(5)
“Heritage trees” means trees on city‐owned property or city easement which
have been found to be of significance to the community or of notable historic interest and are
so designated by action of the property preservation commission.
(6)
“Industrial” means private property zoned for industrial uses.
(7)
“Maintain” or “maintenance” means root pruning, trimming, spraying, watering,
fertilizing, mulching, treating for disease or injury, or any other similar act which promotes
growth, health, beauty and life of any tree.
(8)
“Parkway” means that area between the sidewalk and the curb of any street
and, where there is not a sidewalk, that area between the edge of the roadway and the
property line adjacent thereto. “Parkway” also includes any area within a street which is not a
sidewalk and is not open to vehicular traffic.
(9)
“Pruning,” “trimming” or “thinning” means to reduce the size or to alter the
mass or natural branching habit of a tree by using only professionally accepted standards, as
established by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), National Arborists Association
(NAA) or American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Section A300. Pruning, trimming or
thinning is performed to control the height and spread of a tree, lessen the wind resistance,
preserve its health and natural appearance, produce fuller branching and shaping, aid in
disease prevention by allowing more light and air passage within the branches, or make
adjustments which will increase its longevity in an urban environment. Proper pruning methods
indicate that no more than twenty‐five percent of a tree’s leaf‐bearing crown be removed at
any given time.
(10) “Residential” means private property zoned for residential uses, including single‐
family dwellings and multiple‐family dwellings.
(11) “Roadway” means that portion of the street generally used for public use for
public vehicular traffic.
(12) “Sidewalk” means that portion of the street provided for the exclusive use of
pedestrians.
(13) “Street” means all that area dedicated to public use for public travel purposes
and shall include, but not be limited to, roadways, parkways, alleys and sidewalks.
(14) “Topping,” “heading back,” “stubbing” or “pollarding” are types of pruning
actions that result in negative impacts to the health, structure and function of the tree, as well
as diminish the natural aesthetic and environmental benefits of the tree. Topping constitutes
the removal of more than twenty‐five percent of the leaf‐bearing crown of a tree.
(15) “Tree Policy Manual” means the document prepared by the department of
public works which states policies, procedures, and other relevant information regarding the
selection, planting, maintenance, and removal of trees on commercial, industrial and residential
properties and city trees. (Ord. 940 §§ 3, 4, 2008; Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
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9.75.120 Obligations of residential property owners.
The owner of private property zoned single‐family residential shall:
(1)
Properly maintain and provide adequate water to any tree planted on his or her
property and provide water for any city tree planted in the parkway adjacent to said property.
(2)
Notify the department of public works of any suspected tree hazards or
maintenance needs of any city tree.
(3)
Landscape and properly maintain the landscaping within the parkway adjacent
to his/her property. The requirement of the single‐family residential property owner to
maintain landscaping within the adjacent parkway as set forth in this subsection shall exclude
the obligation to maintain city trees in said parkway other than providing water. (Ord. 940 § 5,
2008: Ord. 913 § 2, 2006: Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
9.75.130 Commercial and industrial regulations.
(1)
For the purpose of this section, “city representative” shall mean the director of
public works, the director of community development, the director of community safety
services, and/or their designees, including the parks superintendent, the city arborist, and/or
code enforcement officers.
(2)
Obligations. Any entity responsible for governing the maintenance of trees on
the property, including, but not limited to, property owners, lessees, tenants, occupants,
property management companies, and landscape maintenance associations, shall:
(a)
Properly maintain and provide adequate water to any tree planted on his or her
property and provide water for any city tree planted on said property or adjacent thereto in the
parkway;
(b)
Notify the department of public works of any suspected tree hazards or
maintenance needs of any city tree;
(c)
Comply with professionally accepted pruning, trimming or thinning standards for
all trees on the property in accordance with the Tree Policy Manual, and obtain a tree pruning
permit from the department of public works prior to performing said activities;
(d)
Not permit topping, heading back, stubbing, or pollarding of any tree on the
property.
(3)
Tree Pruning Permit.
(a)
A tree pruning permit shall be required for the pruning, trimming, or thinning of
trees for all trees located on the property;
(b)
Prior to the issuance of a permit, a contractor or landscape maintenance
company shall be required to obtain a business license as described in Title 5 of this code;
(c)
The issuance of a tree pruning permit shall be contingent upon the applicant
meeting with the city representative, at his/her discretion, prior to the pruning, trimming, or
thinning activities to establish the scope of such activities;
(d)
The applicant shall be required to pay a nonrefundable permit fee in an amount
to be determined by resolution of the city council.
(4)
Violation. Unless otherwise provided, the following shall constitute a violation
and shall be subject to penalties as described in subsection (5) of this section:
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(a)
Failure to obtain a permit prior to the pruning, trimming, or thinning of any tree
located on the property;
(b)
The improper maintenance of trees including, but not limited to, topping,
heading back, stubbing or pollarding, regardless if said activities were observed by city staff in
action or as a result of maintenance prior to observation.
(5)
Penalty for Violation. Any violation of the provisions of this chapter related to
unsafe or unsightly tree conditions which have been created by the improper maintenance of
trees or the failure to obtain a permit prior to the pruning, trimming, or thinning of any tree
located on the property shall be subject to the following:
(a)
Work being undertaken to trees on commercial or industrial property may be
stopped immediately by oral or written order of the city representative if it is in violation of the
regulations established in this chapter;
(b)
Failure to obtain a tree pruning permit will result in the payment of double the
permit fee amount described in subsection (3)(d) of this section, and the offender shall be
required to obtain a tree pruning permit notwithstanding penalties for improper maintenance,
if applicable;
(c)
The improper maintenance of trees shall result in a misdemeanor offense
punishable as provided for in Chapter 1.08 of this code and fees associated with the value of
the trees as follows:
(i)
The offender shall be required to replace any damaged or improperly maintained
tree with a tree of comparable size and type in accordance with the classification standards
determined by the city representative;
(ii)
If a tree of comparable size and type is not available, the offender shall be
required to replace the damaged or improperly maintained tree with a like quality tree subject
to the approval of the city representative, and shall pay a monetary fine equal to the difference
between the valuation of the damaged tree and the valuation of the replacement tree, the
amounts of which shall be determined administratively in accordance with the method
established by the International Society of Arboriculture for tree appraisal. Alternatively, said
amounts may be determined, at the request of the offender, by an independent third‐party
certified arborist approved by the city, and paid for by the offending person or entity.
(6)
Appeals.
(a)
Any offender dissatisfied with the decision of the city representative may appeal
to the property preservation commission in regard to violations and penalties for trees located
on the property. Such appeal shall be in writing, and shall be filed with the department of public
works within ten calendar days of the city representative’s decision.
(i)
Penalties may be reduced at the discretion of the property preservation
commission to a monetary fine equal to no less than the difference between seventy‐five
percent of the valuation of the damaged tree and the valuation of the replacement tree, the
amounts of which shall be determined administratively in accordance with the method
established by the International Society of Arboriculture for tree appraisal. Alternatively, said
amounts may be determined, at the request of the offender, by an independent third‐party
certified arborist approved by the city, and paid for by the offending person or entity.
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(b)
Any offender dissatisfied with the decision of the property preservation
commission’s decision may appeal to the city council. Such appeal shall be in writing, and shall
be filed with the city clerk within ten calendar days of the property preservation commission’s
decision. The decision of the city council shall be final. In no instance shall penalties levied be
less than the amount described in subsection (6)(a)(i) of this section. (Ord. 940 § 6, 2008: Ord.
785 § 1 (part), 1998)
9.75.135 Multifamily residential and homeowners’ association regulations.
Provisions established under Section 9.75.130 of this code shall apply to trees located
on multifamily residential property and common areas governed by residential homeowners’
associations and shall be enforceable against the owners of such property. (Ord. 940 § 7, 2008)
9.75.140 Prohibition in parkways.
(1)
It is unlawful for any person, other than city authorized personnel, to plant or
cause to be planted any tree, plant, or growing thing other than grass, ground cover and shrubs
which do not exceed a maximum height of twenty‐four inches above the street curb in any
parkway.
(2)
It is unlawful for any person to pave and/or surface any portion of the roadway
or parkways at any location in the city.
(3)
It is unlawful for any person to allow the growth of any shrubs or ground cover in
any parkway to a height of more than twenty‐four inches above the street curb level. No shrubs
or ground cover shall obstruct any portion of any adjoining sidewalk or roadway. (Ord. 785 § 1
(part), 1998)
9.75.150 Duties of the property preservation commission.
The property preservation commission shall serve as the city’s tree advisory board. The
commission shall:
(1)
Study tree‐related issues and determine the needs of the city in connection with
its tree planting and maintenance programs; approve the Tree Policy Manual and any proposed
modifications;
(2)
Hear and determine appeals of administrative decisions denying city street tree
removal. The commission may grant an appeal if it finds that the burden on the property owner
substantially outweighs the benefit to the public. The commission’s decision may be appealed
to the city council in a written appeal, setting forth the grounds for appeal, and filed with the
city clerk within ten days of the commission’s decision. If no timely appeal is filed, the decision
shall be final. (Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
9.75.160 Duties of the director of public works.
The powers and duties of the director of public works, or his or her designee, under this
chapter are as follows:
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(1)
Designate the places within city easements or city‐owned property where a city
tree will be planted;
(2)
Recommend a Tree Policy Manual and any modifications thereof for property
preservation commission approval that states policies and procedures concerning the selection,
planting, maintenance, and removal of trees in public and private property to promote a viable
urban forest;
(3)
Recommend to the property preservation commission any changes or additions
to the recommended street tree list as defined in the Cerritos Tree Policy Manual;
(4)
Administer this chapter. (Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
9.75.170 Parkway trees.
No tree shall be planted within a parkway other than the species designated as the
street tree for that particular street, or portion of a street, by the director of public works. (Ord.
785 § 1 (part), 1998)
9.75.180 Public nuisance.
(1)
The city council, pursuant to the power and authority vested in it to do so under
the provision of Sections 38771 and 38773 of the California Government Code, does hereby
find and declare that any of the following constitutes, per se, a public nuisance:
(a)
Any dead, diseased, infested, leaning or dying trees on private property so near
to any street as to constitute a danger to street trees, or streets, sidewalks, or portions thereof,
or the life, health or safety of the public;
(b)
Any dead, diseased, infested trees on private property so as to create a threat to
life, safety or health of the public or to the property of the public;
Any tree or shrub or parts thereof growing upon private property, but
(c)
overhanging or interfering with the use of any street, parkway, sidewalk or public place of the
city such that in the opinion of the public works director endangers the life, health, safety or
property of the public;
The existence of any branches or foliage on private property which interferes
(d)
with visibility on, or free use of, or access to any portion of any street improved for vehicular or
pedestrian travel.
(2)
Trees on private property which constitute a public nuisance, as determined by
the director of public works, shall be removed, replaced or trimmed at the expense of the
property owner.
(3)
It shall be the duty of all owners and persons having possession and control of
real property within the city to abate any public nuisances referred to in this section that occur
on their real properties. (Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
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9.75.190 City tree removal.
(1)
No city tree shall be removed unless authorized pursuant to the city tree
removal policy. If the tree removal is authorized, the applicant is prohibited from removing the
city tree. The city shall be responsible for removal.
(2)
The city tree removal policy shall be adopted by resolution of the city council.
(3)
Tree removal applications must be submitted to the department of public works
and shall include such information as the director deems necessary to review the application.
(4)
Administrative decisions may be appealed to the property preservation
commission if a written appeal, setting forth the grounds, is filed with the city clerk within ten
days of the director’s decision. If no timely appeal is filed, the decision shall be final.
(5)
Fees for the administrative review of tree removal applications and/or appeals to
the property preservation commission shall be established by a resolution of the city council.
(6)
Special consideration shall be afforded city trees determined by the property
preservation commission to be heritage trees. Such trees shall be removed only when public
interest served by removal outweighs the interest in preservation and heritage status. (Ord.
785 § 1 (part), 1998) 9.75.200 Protection of city trees.
(1)
In accordance with the California Civil Code Section 3346, no person except
authorized city personnel shall cut, damage, carve, transplant, prune, root prune, or remove
any city tree.
(2)
In accordance with the California Government Code Section 53067, no person
shall top, head back, stub or pollard any city tree.
(3)
It is unlawful for any person to attach or keep attached to any city tree, or to the
guard or stakes intended for the protection thereof, any rope, wire, nails, tacks, staples,
advertising posters, or any other material or item.
(4)
It is unlawful for any person to cause or allow any poison or other substance
harmful to tree life to lie, leak, pour, flow, or drip upon or into the soil within the dripline of any
city tree; or set fire or permit any fire to burn when such fire or heat thereof will injure any
portion of any city tree; or to operate any equipment, such as mechanical weeding devices, in
such a manner as to cause damage to a city tree in any way.
(5)
No person shall plant, remove, cut, prune, root prune, apply pesticides or
otherwise disturb any city tree.
(6)
No person shall injure any city tree located within an easement or parkway by
neglecting to provide the necessary amount of water required for said tree’s continued good
health and viability.
(7)
During the construction, repair, alteration, moving or removal of any building,
structure or other type of construction in the city, no person in control of such work shall leave
any city tree, shrub or plant in the vicinity of such activity without sufficient guards or
protectors to prevent injury to the tree, shrub or plant in connection with such construction,
repair, alteration, moving or removal. The costs of any such protection shall be borne by the
person responsible for the improvement. (Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)

11

9.75.210 Interference with the director of public works.
No person shall hinder, prevent, delay, or interfere with the director or any of his or her
agents while engaged in carrying out the execution or enforcement of this chapter; provided,
however, that nothing in this section shall be construed as an attempt to inhibit the pursuit of
any remedy, legal or equitable, in any court of competent jurisdiction for the protection of
property rights by the owner of any property within the city. (Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
9.75.220 Penalties.
(1)
A violation of this chapter or of any of its provisions is punishable as provided in
Chapter 1.08 of the Cerritos Municipal Code.
(2)
In addition to other remedies or penalties, or in lieu thereof, the city may seek
restitution for damage to city property. (Ord. 785 § 1 (part), 1998)
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CHAPTER 3:

Cerritos Tree Preservation
Policies & Procedures

The following policies and procedures have been established by the City of Cerritos for the
removal of City‐owned parkway trees:
Cerritos Tree Preservation Policies & Procedures
1.
The goals of the Cerritos General Plan have been adopted to encourage a park‐like
community through the development of landscaped public areas and open spaces, which
includes a vigorous parkway tree planting program.
2.
The City has caused to be planted approximately 30,000 trees along parkways, medians
and in parks and maintains said number of trees.
3.
The existence of healthy, mature trees which have been planted in accordance with the
recommended street tree list can increase the property value of adjacent properties.
4.
It is the City’s intent to preserve and protect healthy trees that provide valuable benefits
to the environment and create a desirable aesthetic appearance for the community’s
neighborhoods.
5.
Trees located in parkways, medians and parks which are dead, dying or diseased are
replaced for the purpose of maintaining the park‐like appearance of the City.
6.
The City recognizes that from time to time, certain conditions may exist which would
cause private property owners to request the removal of a parkway tree located adjacent to
their parkway.
7.
Property owners may qualify for residential parkway tree removal if the property owner
has pursued and received financial reimbursement from the Joint Powers Insurance Authority
(JPIA) for damages to private property resulting from a City maintained parkway tree where the
accumulated amount of the awarded claim(s) exceeds the cost for tree removal and
replacement.
8.
Should multiple trees on a specific residential block satisfy the tree removal criteria,
removal schedule shall be determined based on the individual growth characteristics of each
tree approved for removal and the severity of damage to each property. No more than twenty
percent of the total number of trees on the subject residential block may be removed annually.
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9.
Other than trees which are diseased, dying or dead, must be removed for public health
and safety reasons, or have caused significant damage to private property, a maximum of fifty
(50) additional parkway trees may be removed during any calendar year. This will minimize the
possibility of having all of the parkway trees removed from large areas of the City at one time.
10.
Requests to remove a tree because a tree drops leaves, needles or flowers are not valid
reasons to consider the tree to be eligible for removal. Damage to sidewalks and curbs caused
by the roots of a tree shall not quality the tree for removal. Special problems caused by the
roots of a parkway tree such as mounding or damage to public improvements may be
considered on a case by case basis. Reasonable efforts such as installing root barriers or
pruning will be made to save a healthy tree or trees rather than removing or replacing the tree
or trees. Trees removed and replaced due to special problems will not be included as part of
the fifty (50) trees per year limit and associated tree removal and replacement costs will be the
responsibility of the City.
11.
Costs associated with repairing improvements on private property shall be the
responsibility of the property owner. Trees which are replaced due to root problems may be
replaced with the same species of tree.
12.
The Property Preservation Commission is responsible for prioritizing the removal of
trees and shall serve as an appeal board for property owners requesting the removal of the
parkway tree adjacent to their property. Upon appeal, applications for removal of parkway
trees shall be submitted to the Department of Public Works. City staff will prepare
recommendations for qualifying requests to the commission for consideration. The
Commission’s decision shall be final unless appealed to the City Council.
13.
Homeowners have the opportunity to request the removal and replacement of the
parkway tree adjacent to their property providing the policy requirements are met.
14.
Individual property owners may request the removal and replacement of the parkway
trees adjacent to their property. An application must be submitted to the Department of Public
Works. Staff will review the request and approve or deny the request. If the request is denied,
the applicant shall have the opportunity to file an appeal to the Property Preservation
Commission. The appeal application must be submitted to the Department of Public Works
within ten (10) days of receiving denial of their tree removal request from the Department of
Public Works. Staff will prepare a report and forward the appeal to the Property Preservation
Commission for consideration. The Commission’s decision shall be final unless appealed to the
City Council.
15.
Notice of a request to the Property Preservation Commission to remove a parkway tree
or trees shall be conspicuously posted on each tree being considered for removal not less than
ten (10) days before the hearing date.
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16.
Upon the Property Preservation Commission’s review and approval of a tree removal
application, any cost associated with the removal of City trees shall be incurred by the City of
Cerritos.
17.
Property owners and/or residents shall not cause the parkway tree adjacent to their
property to be removed or damaged in any way.
18.
Property owners may have the opportunity to contract tree trimming/tree removal
services through the City of Cerritos for City maintained parkway trees should tree maintenance
be necessary or tree removal be approved in accordance with City of Cerritos policy and with an
approved tree trimming/removal permit. Contracted parkway tree trimming shall be in
accordance with City of Cerritos, International Society of Arboriculture and National Arbor Day
Foundation standards. Tree replacement species shall be determined by the City of Cerritos,
Public Works Department.
19.
The City shall continue to implement preventative actions and practices such as
installing root barriers when installing curbs, gutters and sidewalks or when planting new trees.
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CHAPTER 4:

City Recommended Trees

Chapter 4 ‐ City Recommended Trees is intended to provide Cerritos residential homeowners,
Homeowners Associations (HOAs) and/or prospective residential developers a list of
recommended trees that have been deemed by City staff to be suitable for use as "Street
Trees" or "Parkway Trees". The following tables do not represent a complete list of trees that
may be suitable for each condition and, as a result, City staff would be happy to entertain
alternative suggestions for consideration on a case‐by‐case basis.
Parkway Trees (PT): "Parkway Trees" are also commonly referred to as "Street Trees".
Parkway Trees line nearly all interior residential streets in the City of Cerritos providing
environmental benefits such as improved air quality through the elimination of carbon and the
generation of oxygen. Parkway Trees also help with water retention during the winter and aid
in the reduction of temperatures through transpiration during the hot Southern California
summer months. Further, Parkway Trees contribute to the aesthetic appearance and character
of Cerritos residential neighborhoods providing an improved quality of life for residents and
additional value to residential property. The following Parkway Trees have been identified by
the City of Cerritos a being suitable for use as Street Trees because said trees are small to
medium in size measuring between 15'‐0" to 50'‐0" in height and possess non‐invasive root
systems.

Tree No.
PT‐1
PT‐2
PT‐3
PT‐4
PT‐5
PT‐6
PT‐7
PT‐8
PT‐9
PT‐10
PT‐11
PT‐12
PT‐13
PT‐14
PT‐15
PT‐16
PT‐17

PARKWAY TREES
Botanical Name
Acer palmatum
Agonis flexuosa
Arbutus 'Marina'
Bauhinia variegata
Callistemon citrinus
Callistemon viminalis
Calodendrum capense
Cassia leptophylla
Cercis canadensis
Chilopsis Linearis
Chitalpa tashkentensis 'Pink Dawn'
Eriobotrya deflexa
Geijera parviflora
Handroanthus heptaphyllus
Koelreuteria elegans
Lagerstroemia indica
Laurus nobilis
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Common Name
Japanese Maple
Peppermint Tree
Marina Madrone
Purple Orchid Tree
Lemon Bottlebrush
Weeping Bottlebrush
Cape Chestnut
Gold Medallion Tree
Eastern Redbud
Desert Willow
Pink Dawn Chitalpa
Bronze Loquat
Australian Willow
Pink Trumpet Tree
NCN
Crape Myrtle
Sweet Bay

Tree No.
PT‐18
PT‐19
PT‐20
PT‐21
PT‐22
PT‐23
PT‐24
PT‐25
PT‐26
PT‐27
PT‐28
PT‐29

PARKWAY TREES (CONTINUED)
Botanical Name
Common Name
Laurus 'Saratoga'
Saratoga Laurel
Ligustrum japonicum
Japanese Privet
Lysiloma watsonii var. thornberi
Feather Bush
Melaleuca linariifolia
Flaxleaf Paperbark
Photinia x fraseri
Frazer Photinia
Pistacia chinensis
Chinese Pistache
Podocarpus henkelii
Long Leafed Yellowwood
Pyrus calleryana 'Aristocrat'
Aristocrat Callery Pear
Rhaphiolepis 'Montic'
Majestic Beauty Indian Hawthorne
Rhus lancea
African Sumac
Stenocarpus sinuatus
Firewheel Tree
Tristaniopsis laurina
Water Gum

Greenbelt Trees (GT): Greenbelts are large landscaped areas comprised of meandering public
sidewalks located along City‐owned arterial streets. Greenbelts provide a physical buffer
between arterial streets and adjacent land uses. The "Greenbelt Trees" listed in the following
table are also be suitable for use in common areas that provide adequate space to
accommodate large trees at maturity. As with Parkway Trees, Greenbelt Trees help with water
retention during the winter and aid in the reduction of temperatures through transpiration
during the hot Southern California summer months. Additionally, Greenbelt Trees contribute to
the aesthetic appearance and character of Cerritos residential neighborhoods providing an
improved quality of life for residents and additional value to residential property. The following
Greenbelt Trees have been identified by the City of Cerritos as being suitable for greenbelt
and/or common area installation because they are quite large in size measuring over 50'‐0" in
height and possess substantial root systems.

Tree No.
GT‐1
GT‐2
GT‐3
GT‐4
GT‐5
GT‐6
GT‐7
GT‐8
GT‐9
GT‐10
GT‐11
GT‐12

GREENBELT TREES
Botanical Name
Betula nigra 'Heritage'
Betula pendula
Betula pendula 'Dalecarlica'
Brachychiton populneus
Ceiba insignis
Fraxinus angustifolia 'Raywood'
Fraxinua velutina 'Modesto'
Gleditsia triacanthos
Handroanthus chrysotrichus
Hymenosporum flavum
Jacaranda mimosifolia
Jacaranda mimosifolia 'Alba'
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Common Name
Heritage River Birch
European White Birch
Cutleaf Weeping Birch
Kurrajong
White Floss Silk Tree
Raywood Ash
Modesto Ash
Honey Locust
Golden Trumpet Tree
Sweetshade
Jacaranda
Alba Jacaranda

Tree No.
GT‐13
GT‐14
GT‐15
GT‐16
GT‐17
GT‐18
GT‐19
GT‐20
GT‐21
GT‐22

GREENBELT TREES (CONTINUED)
Botanical Name
Koelreuteria elegans
Lophostemon confertus
Maytenus boaria
Pinus canariensis
Platanus Mexicana
Podocarpus macrophyllus
Tabebuia heterophylla
Tipuana tipu
Triadica sebifera
Zelkova serrata
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Common Name
Flame Gold
Brizbane Box
Mayten Tree
Canary Island Pine
Mexican Sycamore
Yew Pine
Pink Tecoma
Tipu Tree
Chinese Tallow Tree
Sawleaf Zelkova

CHAPTER 5:

International Society of
Arboriculture (ISA)

City of Cerritos ‐ Public Works Department
Parkway Trees Division
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CHAPTER 6:

California Civil Code
Section 3346

The following excerpt is from California Civil Code – Section 3346 pertaining to penalties
equaling three times the value of the damage inflicted on City‐owned trees:
California Civil Code: ARTICLE 3. Penal Damages – Section 3346
(a)
For wrongful injuries to timber, trees, or underwood upon the land of another, or
removal thereof, the measure of damages is three times such sum as would compensate for the
actual detriment, except that where the trespass was casual or involuntary, or that the
defendant in any action brought under this section had probable cause to believe that the land
on which the trespass was committed was his own or the land of the person in whose service or
by whose direction the act was done, the measure of damages shall be twice the sum as would
compensate for the actual detriment, and excepting further that where the wood was taken by
the authority of highway officers for the purpose of repairing a public highway or bridge upon
the land or adjoining it, in which case judgment shall only be given in a sum equal to the actual
detriment.
(b)
The measure of damages to be assessed against a defendant for any trespass committed
while acting in reliance upon a survey of boundary lines which improperly fixes the location of a
boundary line, shall be the actual detriment incurred if both of the following conditions exist:
(1)
The trespass was committed by a defendant who either himself procured, or whose
principal, lessor, or immediate predecessor in title procured the survey to be made; and
(2)
The survey was made by a person licensed under the laws of this State to practice land
surveying.
(c)
Any action for the damages specified by subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section must be
commenced within five years from the date of the trespass.
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CHAPTER 7:

California Government Code
Section 53067

The following excerpt from California Government Code – Section 53067 pertains to the need
for local municipalities to implement aggressive tree planting programs for the purpose of
maintaining and/or increasing tree densities in the urban environment. Said provisions require
local municipalities to develop long‐term tree master plans that promote the preservation and
protection of trees. Section 53067 also encourages local municipalities to establish policies and
guidelines to insure the use of proper tree maintenance and pruning techniques while
encouraging the continued use of large trees in urban settings for their environmental benefits.
California Government Code: Section ‐ 53067
(a)

The Legislature finds and declares the following:

(1)
That trees and other woody plants respond in specific and predictable ways to
pruning and other maintenance practices.
(2)
That careful scientific studies indicate that arboriculture practices including, but
not limited to, “topping” are often misunderstood and misapplied.
(3)
That the results of the 1988 California urban forestry survey prepared by Plant
Science and Research for the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection's Urban
Forestry Program summarizes that an estimated 5.9 million street trees are managed by
California cities of which approximately 30 percent of the cities and 20 counties do not have
tree ordinances of any kind. That in 1988 an estimated one hundred nine million dollars
($109,000,000) statewide was spent on municipal tree maintenance, less than 1 percent of
most city and county budgets, with an average of sixteen dollars and 82 cents ($16.82) per
street and park tree per year and an average of four dollars and 68 cents ($4.68) per resident
per year. California's city governments support urban forestry. Support for tree programs is
highest in communities where citizens are involved.
Conclusions of the urban forestry survey state that most cities need an aggressive tree
planting program to maintain tree densities at current levels, to keep pace with urban growth,
increase species diversity, maintain the health and vigor of their trees, and put more effort into
long‐term master planning of urban forests. To derive the maximum ecological benefit from
the urban forest, the current trend towards planting smaller trees will need to be reversed.
Counties lag far behind cities in urban forestry efforts. Most tree programs need to put greater
emphasis on educating the public on the benefits the urban forest provides. A healthy
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flourishing urban forest cannot be developed and maintained without foresight, proper care,
and good management.
(4)
That the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Guidelines for
Developing and Evaluating Tree Ordinances 1991 publications states that an ordinance shall be
developed for the purpose of prohibiting topping of public and private trees. Topping is the
practice of cutting back large diameter branches of a mature tree to stubs and is a particularly
destructive pruning practice. It is stressful to mature trees, and may result in reduced vigor,
decline, or even death of trees. In addition, new branches that form below the cuts are only
weakly attached to the tree and are in danger of splitting out. Topped trees require constant
maintenance to prevent this from happening and it is often impossible to restore the structure
of the tree crown after topping. Unfortunately many people believe that topping is a proper
way to prune a tree, and this destructive practice is prevalent in some communities.
(5)
That in an effort to promote practices that encourage the preservation of tree
structure, and public safety and health, these standards developed through careful scientific
studies by leading industry consultants, United States Department of Forestry scientists, and
professors of horticulture and plant pathology, are recognized standards by the Department of
Parks and Recreation, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, University of
California Co‐operative Extension Farm advisers, the National Arborist Association, the
International Society of Arboriculture, American Forestry Association, and numerous tree
planting and preservation organizations throughout the state and nation.
(6)
That those standards are working guidelines, recognizing that trees are
individually unique in form and structure and that their pruning or maintenance needs may not
always fit strict rules.
(7)
That the International Society of Arboriculture founded in 1924 with over 21
chapters throughout the world publishes the monthly Journal of Arboriculture which is devoted
to the dissemination of knowledge in the science and art of growing and maintaining shade and
ornamental trees. The Journal of Arboriculture, March 1988, Volume 14, No. 3, page 76, states
that properly trimmed trees not only require less man hours on their next cycle but some may
not even need trimming. This conclusion was based on a study performed at Delmarva Power
in Maryland during the 1982‐84 trim cycles. Results indicate a 25 percent reduction in work
force and a 7.4 percent reduction in costs in the first three years.
(8)
That the use of proper tree maintenance techniques benefits the public because
of reduced costs, reduced hazards, reduced public liability, protection from premature decline
or death (conserving energy reducing carbon dioxide and ozone, absorbing particulate matter,
producing more oxygen by increasing canopy spread, reduction in wind speed, reducing noise
pollution, increasing real property values, enhancing visual and aesthetic qualities that attract
visitors and businesses, serve as a source of community image and pride by providing maximum
shade and canopy cover). As canopy cover increases the public benefits increase.
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(9)(A) The Legislature's findings recognize that topping of trees is a widespread
misunderstood consumer request and this form of pruning detracts from public benefits
including, but not limited to, safety and property values, and causes premature decline, death,
disease, insects, woodrot, and increased maintenance costs. These findings also recognize that
a great number of personnel performing maintenance on trees unknowingly and
unintentionally produce irreversible harm.
(B)
The Legislature finds that nonregulated commercial tree service firms that
advertise topping are widespread among commercial advertising including the yellow pages,
but not limited to newspaper advertising, and that millions of dollars have been spent topping
trees including publicly owned trees.
(C)
The Legislature finds that modern techniques utilized by certified arborists
through scientific study and continued education are of value and benefit to the citizens of
California and to all who care for our resources.
(b)
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection through Sections 4799.06 to 4799.12, inclusive, of the Public
Resources Code, shall to the extent possible, furnish to every public agency, including the state,
but not limited to, a city and county, school district, or community college district copies of
these publications as listed: Western Chapter International Society of Arboriculture Pruning
Standards, California Department of Parks and Recreation specifications for pruning trees, and
National Arborist Association Standards of pruning shade trees.
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CHAPTER 8:

HOA Tree Removal Application
Procedures

SECTION I – Definitions
1.
Administrative Tree Removal Application – shall mean an application submitted by a
City‐recognized Homeowners Association (HOA) requesting administrative approval by City
staff to remove and replace privately‐owned trees that have been qualified by City staff as
Eligible Trees for removal because they are dead, dying and diseased and/or constitute a Public
Nuisance as deemed by the Director of Public Works or his/her designee. Requirements for the
completion of an Administrative Tree Removal Application shall include the preparation of a
Tree Reforestation Plan by a Qualified Landscape Professional and written proof of HOA Board
approval. The Administrative Tree Removal Application is designed to incentivize HOAs to
pursue only the removal of Eligible Trees that are dead, dying or diseased and/or that
constitute a Public Nuisance by way of providing expedited City staff level approval for the
removal of said trees.
2.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application ‐ shall mean an application submitted by a City‐
recognized Home Owners Association (HOA) requesting discretionary approval by the Planning
Commission to remove and replace privately‐owned trees that do not qualify as Eligible Trees
for removal as they are not dead, dying or diseased and/or constitute a Public Nuisance.
Specifically, discretionary Planning Commission approval shall be required when the removal of
otherwise Healthy Trees is being sought by an HOA because said trees are believed to
constitute a Private Nuisance by way of causing Significant Structural Damage to privately‐
owned HOA property/structures. Further, Planning Commission approval of a Discretionary
Tree Removal Application shall be required because City staff does not have the administrative
authority to approve the removal of otherwise Healthy Trees that were previously approved by
the Planning Commission and City Council for the project by way of the related entitlements.
Requirements for the completion of a Discretionary Tree Removal Application shall include the
preparation of a Tree Reforestation Plan by a Qualified Landscape Professional and the
preparation of a Building Inspection Report by a Certified Building Inspector. Written HOA
Board approval shall also be required to be submitted in order for said application to be
deemed complete and suitable for further processing City staff.
3.
Eligible Trees – shall mean trees that qualify for removal because they are dead, dying
or diseased or constitute a Public and/or Quasi‐public Nuisance.
4.
Healthy Trees – shall mean trees that are in good health and not dead, dying or
diseased.
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5.
Illustrative Plan ‐ shall mean a plan and/or aerial photo that effectively identify the
location of each tree to be removed and the location of each replacement tree.
6.
Immediate Threat to Public Safety – shall mean trees that are deemed by the City
Arborist to be unstable and unsafe thereby posing an immediate threat to the life, health,
safety of the public during extreme environmental conditions such as high winds and/or
excessive rains. Conditions that may contribute to a tree's instability may include its unique
growth characteristics, excessive leaning, improper root pruning, poor soil, restricted root
growth and/or root‐bound conditions. Trees, on a case‐by‐case basis, that are deemed by the
City Arborist to pose an Immediate Threat to Public Safety shall be permitted to be removed
administratively. Replacement trees shall be required to be installed within a period of thirty
(30) days from the date of removal subject to the approval of City staff. Tree droppings, pine
cones, leaf debris, sap, pollen and/or branches shall not be cause for a tree to qualify as an
Immediate Threat to Public Safety.
7.
Private Nuisance (privately‐owned trees damaging private property) ‐ shall mean any
privately‐owned and maintained tree located on property owned and controlled by a
Homeowners Association (HOA) causing Significant Structural Damage to permanent privately‐
owned structures including, but not limited to, buildings, block walls, patios, porches, and trash
enclosures and/or that poses a danger or threat to the life, health or safety of HOA residents or
members of the general public. Trees on private property which constitute a Private Nuisance,
as determined by the Cerritos Planning Commission, may be deemed Eligible Trees and
permitted to be removed and replaced at the expense of the respective Homeowners
Association (HOA).
8.
Public Nuisance (privately‐owned trees damaging public or quasi‐public property) ‐
shall mean any dead, diseased, infested, leaning or dying privately‐owned and maintained tree
located on private property that poses a danger or threat to public and/or quasi‐public property
or the life, health or safety of members of the general public. Trees on private property which
constitute a public nuisance by way of causing Significant Structural Damage to public and/or
quasi‐public property, as deemed by the Director of Public Works or his/her designee, may be
permitted to be removed and replaced on a case‐by‐case basis and at the expense of the
property owner (see Cerritos Municipal Code Section 9.75.180 – Public Nuisance). Further,
should the City of Cerritos be required to remove a privately‐owned tree that constitutes a
Public Nuisance, said cost shall be borne and reimbursed by the respective property owner
and/or Homeowners Association (HOA).
9.
Qualified Landscape Professional ‐ shall mean a registered or licensed professional with
credentials as either a Certified Arborist or State Licensed Landscape Architect.
10.
Schedule of Performance ‐ shall mean a schedule providing for the phased removal and
replacement of City‐approved trees. The Schedule of Performance shall include specific dates
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and information that shall serve as a critical path for the phased removal and replacement of
City‐approved trees from commencement to completion of the Tree Reforestation Plan.
11.
Significant Structural Damage – shall mean significant visible physical damage to
permanent privately‐owned structures including, but not limited to, buildings, block walls,
patios, porches, and trash enclosures caused by the subject tree's main trunk and/or root
system jeopardizing the structural integrity of said structure. For privately‐owned structures to
be deemed a Private Nuisance, a Building Inspection Report prepared by an independent
Certified Building Inspector, retained by the HOA, shall be required to provide evidence to
support the removal of the subject tree on the grounds that it is causing Significant Structural
Damage to privately‐owned HOA property/structures. Upon receipt of the referenced building
inspection support and its subsequent validation by City staff, said report will be presented to
the Planning Commission for consideration as potential justification for the discretionary
removal of the subject tree.
Damage to existing privately‐owned sidewalks, curbing, asphalt paving and/or plumbing
caused by the root system of an adjacent tree, shall not qualify as Significant Structural Damage
to property/structures unless any of the following conditions apply: 1) damage to private
property persists after initial root‐pruning measures prove to be ineffective; 2) if the extent of
the required root pruning is deemed by the City Arborist to be detrimental to the long‐term
health and stability of the subject tree; or 3) if the referenced damage to private property is
unable to be corrected without first removing the subject tree.
In accordance with existing City Council‐approved Tree Preservation Policies, all
measures to preserve and protect trees that are not dead, dying or diseased must be exhausted
prior to obtaining Planning Commission approval for the removal of Healthy Trees that are
believed to be causing Significant Structural Damage to a permanent privately‐owned structure.
Accordingly, leaf debris, droppings and sap and/or tree branches that can be effectively
controlled through pruning shall not constitute Significant Property Damage and thereby shall
not be considered as justification for the removal of trees. Tree trimming shall be required to
be completed in accordance with applicable International Society of Arboricultural (ISA) and
City of Cerritos standards and shall not be permitted to exceed twenty‐five (25%) of the tree
mass unless previously authorized by the City Arborist. Planning Commission approval of a
Discretionary Tree Removal Application shall be required because City staff does not have the
administrative authority to approve the removal of otherwise Healthy Trees that were
previously approved by the Planning Commission and City Council for the project by way of the
related entitlements.
12.
Tree Reforestation Plan ‐ shall be comprised of the following: 1) Tree Disposition Plan
shall consist of an Illustrative Plan identifying the location, genus, species and size of the tree
proposed for removal and written justification for its removal; 2) Tree Replacement Plan shall
consist of an Illustrative Plan identifying the location, genus, species and size of the
replacement tree (this plan shall account for instances when the replacement tree is to be
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installed at an alternative location); 3) for instances when the replacement tree is to be
installed at an alternative location, a Planting Detail shall be required to identify the genus,
species and size of shrubs and/or ground cover to be installed in lieu of the originally removed
tree; and 4) Schedule of Performance shall be required to establish the timeframe for
completing the removal and replacement of Eligible Trees and/or to establish the phased
removal and replacement of City‐approved trees over an extended period of time.
13.
Tree Removal Request – shall mean an application submitted by either a Homeowners
Association (HOA) or individual property owner requesting City staff approval to remove a
privately‐owned tree that poses an Immediate Threat to Public Safety or a privately owned
parkway tree that has been approved for removal by the respective HOA as in the case of
Shadow Park and the Encore development.
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SECTION II – Tree Removal Categories
Two (2) categories have been established for the proposed removal trees located within City‐recognized
Homeowners Associations (HOA) as follows:
I.

II.

Tree Removal Request ‐ shall be made available to HOAs and/or individual property owners
under the following two (2) conditions
A.
Emergency Tree Removal Notification/Application – for instances when a subject tree is
deemed by the City Arborist to pose an Immediate Threat to Public Safety (see
Definition ‐ Immediate Threat to Public Safety)
B.
Parkway Tree Removal – for instances when an individual resident of a City‐recognized
HOA is seeking City approval to remove a privately‐owned parkway tree (see Definition ‐
Tree Removal Request)
Tree Removal Applications
A.
Administrative Tree Removal Application ‐ shall be made available to HOAs seeking City
approval to remove Eligible Trees that are dead, dying or diseased and/or privately‐
owned trees that constitute a Public Nuisance located within the common area of a HOA
(see Definition – Administrative Tree Removal Application & Public Nuisance)
B.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application ‐ shall be made available to HOAs seeking City
approval to remove Healthy Trees causing Significant Structural Damage to private
property and/or privately‐owned trees that constitute a Private Nuisance located within
the common area of a HOA (see Definition – Discretionary Tree Removal Application &
Private Nuisance)

SECTION III – Tree Removal Application Requirements
The requirements referenced in this Section shall apply only to Administrative Tree Removal
Applications and Discretionary Tree Removal Applications.
I.

Tree Reforestation Plan ‐ Applications shall be required to include the submittal of a Tree
Reforestation Plan prepared by a Qualified Landscape Professional (see Definition – Tree
Reforestation Plan). Tree Reforestation Plan shall be comprised of the following:
A.
Tree Disposition Plan – required to identify the location and reasoning for the proposed
removal of the subject tree by way of an Illustrative Plan
i.
The location of the subject tree to be removed may be identified by:
a.
Site plan
b.
Aerial photo
ii.
Tree Legend for subject trees to be removed
iii.
Tree Type – genus, species, size
iv.
Reasoning and/or support for the subject tree to be removed shall differ
between application types (Administrative Tree Removal Application vs.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application)
a.
Administrative Tree Removal Application
1.
Report prepared by a Qualified Landscape Professional
identifying privately‐owned trees that are dead, dying or
diseased and/or privately‐owned trees that constitute a Public
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II.

III.

Nuisance as deemed by the Director of Public Works or his/her
designee
b.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application
1.
Report prepared by a Qualified Landscape Professional
identifying privately‐owned trees that are dead, dying or
diseased and/or privately‐owned trees that constitute a Public
Nuisance as deemed by the Director of Public Works or his/her
designee
2.
Building Inspection Report prepared by an independent
Certified Building Inspector retained by the respective HOA
providing evidence of a Private Nuisance existing by way of a
privately‐owned tree causing Significant Structural Damage to
privately‐owned HOA property
B.
Tree Replacement Plan – required to identify a suitable replacement tree
i.
Illustrative Plan identifying the location of the proposed replacement tree
a.
Site plan
b.
Aerial photo
ii.
Tree Legend for replacement trees
a.
Tree Type – genus, species, size and quantity of replacement tree
C.
Planting Plan Detail – required only when the replacement tree is to be located in
alternative location
i.
Planting Plan Detail shall specify the type of replacement shrubs and/or ground
cover to be planted for the purpose of filling the void caused by the subject
tree's removal
ii.
Replacement shrubs and/or ground cover shall be required to match and/or
complement the existing landscape found in the subject area
D.
Schedule of Performance – required to establish the timeframe for completing the
removal and replacement of City‐approved trees and/or to establish the phased
removal and replacement of said trees over an extended period of time
HOA Board Approval – evidence of HOA Board approval of the proposed Tree Removal
Application shall be provided to City staff in writing and submitted with the application in order
for the application to be deemed complete and suitable for further processing
A.
Letter from the HOA Board President or other designated Board member in support of
the application and one (1) of the following:
i.
Resolution of the Board approving the Tree Removal Application
ii.
Meeting Minutes
Application Fee
A.
Application fees shall be paid upon submittal of a Tree Removal Application for said
application to be deemed complete and suitable for further processing
i.
$115 for the proposed removal of 1‐5 trees
ii.
$230 for the proposed removal of 6‐10 trees
iii.
$560 for the proposed removal of 11 or more trees
B.
The above referenced application fees are necessary to cover costs associated with the
processing of each application by City staff including:
i.
Application and landscape plan check review and comment
ii.
Site inspection by City staff to verify existing conditions that warrant tree
removal
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C.

iii.
Site inspection by City staff following the installation of replacement tree(s)
Application fees shall be remitted in conjunction with a completed Tree Removal
Application and shall be assessed:
i.
Per application submittal
ii.
Regardless of determination

SECTION IV – Tree Removal Request
I.

Tree Removal Request ‐ Tree Removal Requests shall be made available to HOAs and/or
individual property owners under the following two (2) conditions:
A.
Emergency Tree Removal Notification/Application – for instances when a subject tree is
deemed by the City Arborist to pose an Immediate Threat to Public Safety
i.
Conditions that may cause or support the immediate removal of the subject tree
by the City Arborist include
a.
Unique growth characteristics that jeopardizes the structural integrity of
the subject tree
b.
Excessive leaning with the propensity to the subject tree to fall during
high winds or rainy conditions
c.
Improper root pruning
d.
Poor soil conditions
e.
Root‐bound conditions
f.
Significant damage to public and/or quasi‐public property
ii.
HOA shall be required to obtain a City‐approved Tree Removal Request that
includes:
a.
Location of the subject tree that was removed
b.
Specific reasoning for the subject tree's removal
c.
Evidence of City Arborist approval
d.
Proposed replacement tree subject to City staff approval
iii.
Trees that are deemed to pose an Immediate Threat to Public Safety shall be
permitted to be removed immediately by the City Arborist with the
understanding that a City‐approved Tree Removal Request shall be obtained
within thirty (30) days from the date of the subject tree's removal for
recordation purposes
iv.
Replacement trees shall be required to be installed within thirty (30) days of the
subject tree's removal
v.
Applicable Fees
a.
No fee shall be required for the removal of a subject tree that is deemed
by the City Arborist to pose an Immediate Threat to Public Safety
subject to the following conditions being met within a period of thirty
(30) days from the date of the subject tree's removal
1.
Required Tree Removal Request is obtained from the
Community Development Department for recordation purposes
2.
City‐approved replacement tree is installed to the satisfaction of
City staff
b.
For instances when the required City‐approved Tree Removal Request is
not obtained and/or the City‐approved replacement tree is not installed
within thirty (30) days
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1.

2.

B.

Applicable fees shall apply as follows
(a).
$115 for the proposed removal of 1‐5 trees
(b).
$230 for the proposed removal of 6‐10 trees
(c).
$560 for the proposed removal of 11 or more trees
Said fees shall be paid prior to the consideration of any future
tree removal requests

Parkway Tree Removal – for instances when an individual property owner of a City‐
recognized HOA is seeking City approval to a remove privately‐owned parkway tree (see
Definition ‐ Tree Removal Request)
i.
Resident shall be required to submit a completed Tree Removal Request
application for City staff consideration
a.
Location of the subject tree
b.
Justification for the removal of the subject tree
c.
Proposed replacement tree subject to City staff approval
d.
HOA approval of the removal of the subject tree
ii.
A fee of $78 shall be required for the processing of a Private Parkway Tree
Removal Application (categorized as a Tree Removal Request)
iii.
Home owner shall be required to incur the cost of replacing and installing the
City‐approved replacement tree
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SECTION V – Administrative Tree Removal Application
I.

Administrative Tree Removal Application (application consideration by City staff)
A.
Administrative Tree Removal Application shall be required when approval from City staff
is being sought by an HOA for the removal of Eligible Trees that are dead, dying or
diseased and/or that constitute a Public Nuisance by way of causing damage to public
and/or quasi‐public property
B.
Administrative Tree Removal Application shall be completed with the assistance of a
Qualified Landscape Professional
i.
Landscape Professional
a.
Qualified Landscape Professional shall prepare the required Tree
Reforestation Plan for inclusion as an attachment and/or supplement to
the Administrative Tree Removal Application
b.
Qualified Landscape Professional must be licensed to conduct business
in the City of Cerritos
ii.
Pre‐application submittal meeting with City staff
a.
Qualified Landscape Professional and respective HOA representatives
shall be provided an opportunity to meet with City staff in advance of
Administrative Tree Removal Application submittal to answer questions
pertaining to:
1.
Completion of the Administrative Tree Removal Application
2.
Preparation of the required Tree Reforestation Plan
C.
Tree Reforestation Plan shall include the following
i.
Tree Disposition Plan – shall include an Illustrative Plan identifying the location
and condition of the subject tree to be removed within the HOA common area
trees eligible for removal must be:
a.
Dead, dying or diseased, or
b.
Constitute a Public Nuisance as deemed by the Director of Public Works
or his/her designee
ii.
Tree Replacement Plan – shall include an Illustrative Plan identifying the
location and type of replacement tree to be installed within the HOA common
area
a.
Replacement tree must be comparable in size and shape of subject tree
being removed at maturity for the purpose of maintaining the integrity
of the original City‐approved landscape design
iii.
Planting Plan Detail – only required when the replacement tree is to be located
in alternative location
a.
Shall provide specifications for shrubs and ground cover to be used to
fill voids in existing landscape caused by the removal and subsequent
relocation of subject replacement trees
iv.
Schedule of Performance – required to establish the timeframe for completing
the removal and replacement of City‐approved trees and/or to establish the
phased removal and replacement of City‐approved trees over an extended
period of time
D.
Administrative Tree Removal Application shall be submitted to the Department of
Community Development for plan check review and completeness

39

E.

F.

Administrative Tree Removal Application shall include the following information in order
to be deemed complete
i.
Tree Reforestation Plan (see Tree Removal Application Types: Tree
Reforestation Plan)
a.
Tree Disposition Plan
b.
Tree Planting Plan
c.
Planting Detail (if applicable)
d.
Schedule of Performance
ii.
Written evidence of HOA Board approval (see Section III ‐ Tree Removal
Application Types: HOA Board approval)
iii.
Application fee payment in accordance with the City‐established Fee Schedule
(see Tree Removal Application Types: Application Fee)
a.
$115 for the proposed removal of 1‐5 trees
b.
$230 for the proposed removal of 6‐10 trees
c.
$560 for the proposed removal of 11 or more trees
Administrative Tree Removal Application that is deemed complete by City staff is
accepted by the Department of Community Development for plan check review
i.
30‐day Shot Clock commences
a.
City staff shall be required to do either of the following within 30 days
of receipt of a completed application:
3.
Complete the plan check review and provide comments and
corrections to the applicant for incorporation into revised
application for re‐submittal purposes
4.
Find the application to be in compliance with City Council‐
approved tree preservation policies and issue City approval
ii.
Administrative Tree Removal Application routed to Community Development
and Public Works Departments for concurrent plan check review
iii.
Comments and corrections from both Community Development and Public
Works Departments are compiled
a.
City comments are provided to HOA for incorporation by the Qualified
Landscape Professional into revised application submittal
iv.
HOA to submit revised Administrative Tree Removal Application with
corrections incorporated to Community Development Department for final plan
check review
a.
New 30‐day Shot Clock Commences
v.
Revised Administrative Tree Removal Application routed to Community
Development and Public Works Departments for concurrent plan check review
a.
Application Approval ‐ if the subject trees are deemed eligible for
removal and/or constitute a Public Nuisance, the Administrative Tree
Removal Application or a portion thereof shall be approved by City staff
at this time
1.
Following City approval the HOA shall be required to coordinate
the removal and replacement of City‐approved trees with the
City Arborist
b.
Application Denial ‐ if the subject trees do not qualify as Eligible Trees
for removal or do not constitute a Public Nuisance, the Administrative

40

c.

Tree Removal Application or a portion thereof may be denied by City
staff at this time
If a denial is issued by City staff for the proposed Administrative Tree
Removal Application, the HOA may choose one of the following options:
1.
Revise the Administrative Tree Removal Application in
accordance with City staff's comments, corrections and/or
recommendations
(a).
New 30‐day Shot Clock shall apply upon submittal of a
revised application
2.
Appeal City staff's decision to the Planning Commission at a duly
noticed public hearing
(a).
Appeal of City staff's denial to the Planning Commission
must be submitted to the Department of Community
Development within fifteen (15) days of said denial
(b).
Applicable Appeal fees of $500 shall apply
3.
Withdraw the Administrative Tree Removal Application from
further consideration
(a).
No further action required
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SECTION VI – Discretionary Tree Removal Application
I.

Discretionary Tree Removal Application (application consideration by Planning Commission)
A.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application shall be required when a Homeowners
Association (HOA) is seeking Planning Commission approval for the removal of privately‐
owned trees within the HOA common area
i.
Condition that may warrant the removal of privately‐owned HOA trees may
include
a.
Privately‐owned trees constituting a Private Nuisance by way of causing
Significant Structural Damage to privately‐owned HOA
property/structures
B.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application shall be completed with the assistance of the
following professionals
i.
Qualified Landscape Professional
a.
Necessary for preparing the required Tree Reforestation Plan for
inclusion as an attachment and/or supplement to the completed
Discretionary Tree Removal Application
b.
Qualified Landscape Professional must be licensed to conduct business
in the City of Cerritos
ii.
Certified Building Inspector
a.
Necessary for providing evidence to support the existence of a Private
Nuisance by way of a privately‐owned tree causing Significant Structural
Damage to privately‐owned HOA property/structures
b.
Certified Building Inspector must be licensed to conduct business in the
City of Cerritos
iii.
Pre‐submittal meeting with City staff
a.
Qualified Landscape Professional, Certified Building Inspector and
respective HOA representatives shall have the option to meet with City
staff in advance of Discretionary Tree Removal Application submittal to
answer questions pertaining to
1.
Completion of the Discretionary Tree Removal Application
2.
Preparation of the required Tree Reforestation Plan
3.
Preparation of the required Building Inspection Report
C.
Tree Reforestation Plan shall include the following
i.
Tree Disposition Plan – shall include an Illustrative Plan identifying the location
and condition of the of subject tree to be removed within the HOA common
area
ii.
Building Inspection Report ‐ prepared by an independent certified building
inspector retained by the respective HOA providing evidence of a Private
Nuisance existing by way of the subject tree causing Significant Structural
Damage to privately‐owned HOA property
iii.
Tree Replacement Plan – shall include an Illustrative Plan identifying the
location and type of replacement tree to be installed within the HOA common
area
a.
Replacement tree must be comparable in size and shape of subject tree
being removed at maturity for the purpose of maintaining the integrity
of the original City‐approved landscape design
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iv.

D.

E.

Planting Plan Detail – only required when the replacement tree is to be located
in alternative location
a.
Shall provide specifications for shrubs and ground cover to be used to
fill voids in existing landscape caused by the removal and subsequent
relocation of the replacement tree
v.
Schedule of Performance ‐ required to establish the timeframe for completing
the removal and replacement of City‐approved trees and/or to establish the
phased removal and replacement of City‐approved trees over an extended
period of time
Tree Reforestation Plan shall be submitted to the Department of Community
Development for preliminary plan check review in advance of application submittal
i.
30‐day Shot Clock Commences
a.
City staff shall be required to complete the preliminary plan check
review of the Tree Reforestation Plan and provide comments and
corrections to the applicant for revision purposes within 30 days of
submittal
ii.
Tree Reforestation Plan shall be circulated to Community Development and
Public Works Departments for concurrent plan check review
a.
Comments and corrections from both Community Development and
Public Works Departments are compiled
b.
Comments and corrections shall be provided to HOA for incorporation
by the Qualified Landscape Professional into revised Tree Reforestation
Plan for application submittal purposes
iii.
HOA to resubmit revised Tree Reforestation Plan with corrections incorporated
to Community Development Department for second plan check review
a.
New 30‐day Shot Clock commences
b.
City staff shall be required to complete the preliminary plan check
review of the Tree Reforestation Plan and provide comments and
corrections to the HOA for revision purposes within 30 days of submittal
iv.
Revised Tree Reforestation Plan routed to Community Development and Public
Works Departments for concurrent plan check review
a.
Tree Reforestation Plan deemed complete and suitable for further
processing
HOA authorized to proceed with the submittal of a Discretionary Tree Removal
Application for consideration by the Planning Commission at a duly noticed public
hearing
i.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application shall include the following information
in order to be deemed complete
a.
Completed Discretionary Tree Removal Application form signed by an
authorized HOA representative
b.
Mailing Labels as required by the Cerritos Municipal Code for public
noticing purposes
1.
Inclusive of all HOA properties and those within a five hundred
(500) foot radius of the subject HOA boundary
c.
Tree Reforestation Plan (see Tree Removal Application Types: Tree
Reforestation Plan)
1.
Tree Disposition Plan
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ii.

iii.

iv.

2.
Tree Planting Plan
3.
Planting Detail (if applicable)
4.
Schedule of Performance
d.
Written evidence of HOA Board approval (see Tree Removal Application
Types: HOA Board approval)
e.
Applicable Planning Commission Public Hearing fees of $500 shall apply
f.
Tree Removal Permit fees shall apply
1.
$115 for the proposed removal of 1‐5 trees
2.
$230 for the proposed removal of 6‐10 trees
3.
$560 for the proposed removal of more than 11 trees
Discretionary Tree Removal Application Process
a.
Applicant shall be required to submit a Discretionary Tree Removal
Application to be reviewed for completeness
1.
City staff deems Discretionary Tree Removal Application to be
complete
b.
Discretionary Tree Removal Application shall be scheduled for Planning
Commission consideration at a duly noticed regularly scheduled public
hearing
1.
Opportunity for affected residents to participate in the decision
making process voicing their comments in support and/or
against proposed Discretionary Tree Removal Application
2.
Local Government Transparency
Application Approval
a.
Following Planning Commission approval of the Discretionary Tree
Removal Application, the HOA shall be required to coordinate the
removal of the City‐approved trees with the City Arborist in accordance
with the City‐approved Tree Reforestation Plan
Application Denial
a.
Application Denial ‐ if Healthy Trees are not found to be causing
Significant Structural Damage to private property and/or do not
constitute a Private Nuisance, the Discretionary Tree Removal
Application or a portion thereof may be denied by the Planning
Commission at this time
b.
If a denial is issued by the Planning Commission for the Discretionary
Tree Removal Application, the HOA may choose one of the following
options
1.
Revise the Discretionary Tree Removal Application in
accordance with the Planning Commission's comments,
corrections and/or recommendations
(a).
To avoid additional fees the public hearing item must be
continued to a date certain the night of the Planning
Commission meeting
(b).
Revised Discretionary Tree Removal Application is
resubmitted to City staff for reconsideration by the
Planning Commission
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2.

3.

Appeal the Planning Commission's denial of the Discretionary
Tree Removal Application to the City Council at a duly noticed
public hearing
(a).
Appeal of the Planning Commission's denial to the City
Council must be submitted to the City Clerk's Office
within fifteen (15) days of said denial
(b).
Applicable Appeal fees of $500 shall apply
(c).
Determination of the City Council shall be final and
effective immediately
Withdraw the Administrative Tree Removal Application from
further consideration
(a).
No further action required
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