
 

 

City of Cerritos Department of Community Development 
Civic Center  18125 Bloomfield Avenue 
P.O. Box 3130  Cerritos, California 90703-3130 
Phone: (562) 916-1201  Fax: (562) 916-1371 
www.cerritosgis.com  www.cerritos.us 

PATIO STRUCTURE 
APPLICATION  

 
 
Homeowner Information  
 
Name: _____________________________________________ Phone: ______________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Zoning (check with City)   RS-5000       RS-6500       Other: _______________________ 
 
Contractor Information  
 
Name of Company: _______________________________________________________________  
 
Contact Name: ______________________________________ Phone: ______________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
State License Number: ______________________ City Business License Number: _____________  
 
Patio Information  
 
Type of Patio Structure:   Open Lattice  Solid Roof  Enclosed 
 
Material of Patio Structure:   Wood  Aluminum   Vinyl 
 
Color of Existing House:  Stucco ___________________ Trim___________________________ 
 
Color of Patio Structure: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
The Homeowner understands that the patio structure(s) is (are) for recreational and outdoor living 
purposes only.  Any use other than this would be considered inconsistent with the intent of a patio 
structure as stated by the City of Cerritos Municipal Code. 
 
 
 
Property Owner’s Signature: _________________________________ Date: _________________  
 
 
Contractor’s Signature: ______________________________________ Date: _________________  
 
 

   (Office use only) 
    
 
Community Development Approval  
 
Approved by:  Date:  AP #  
 
 
 
 
 
Revised: October 2018
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I. INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR PLAN APPROVAL 
 

(a) Plot plan of entire property drawn to scale showing all dimensions and setbacks of 
the patio as shown on the example plot plan on page 4. 

 
(b) Material specifications from the manufacturer are required for patios using non-

conventional materials such as aluminum, steel and vinyl. 
 

(c) Roof plan showing roofing material and slopes is required for all patios. 
 

(d) Color of paint or stain to be used on patio structures shall be noted on the plan. 
 

(e) Structural constructions plans are required for all patio structures. 
 

(f) List of names and addresses of adjacent homeowners are required for two-story 
patio structures. 

 
(g) HOA Approval Form if the subject property is located within a Homeowner’s 

Association, then a completed HOA Approval Form is required as part of the patio 
application.  The City’s HOA Approval Form can be downloaded from the City’s 
website at: www.cerritos.us/RESIDENTS/_pdfs/hoa_approval_form.pdf 

 
(h) Submit three (3) copies of the above information with a completed Patio Application. 

 
II. IMPLEMENTATION STANDARDS FOR PATIO STRUCTURES 

 
Cerritos Municipal Code 22.22.700(18) – Patio covers, patio enclosures and solariums.  
Patio covers, patio enclosures and solariums are intended for outdoor recreation and living 
purposes and are not to be used for storage or as a habitable room. 

 
(a) Patios. 
 

(i) Patios shall be restricted to rear and side yards. 
 
(ii) Paved patio surfaces may extend to a side or rear property line on the 

condition that the surface remain at least six feet below the top of the 
existing property line wall or fence or no more than twelve inches higher than 
the existing grade, which ever is more restrictive. 

 
(b) Patio Covers. 
 

(i) Open lattice patio roofs and roof posts shall have a setback of at least five 
feet from the side and rear property line, block wall or fence whichever is 
closest. 

 
(ii) Patio roofs may not cover more than forty percent (40%) of an RS-5000 side 

or rear yard or thirty-two percent (32%) of an RS-6500 side or rear yard.  For 
solid roof or enclosed patio structures, the total building coverage for the 
entire lot (including the solid roof/enclosed patio coverage area) may not 
exceed forty-five percent (45%) of the lot area for an RS-5000 property or 
forty percent (40%) of the lot area for an RS-6500 property.   

 
(iii) Solid patio covers roofed to match the existing residence shall have the 

correct pitch to meet City building code requirements.  If the correct pitch 
cannot be met, the patio roof may be covered with hot mop and rock of a 
color which shall match the roof on the existing residence.  A continuous facia 
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board shall be required around the perimeter of the patio to screen the 
roofing. 

 
(iv) Baked enamel aluminum patio roof structures are permitted; however, steel 

or other corrugated roofing materials are prohibited. 
 

(v) Patio structures shall be painted or stained with a color that is compatible 
with the trim or stucco of the residence. 

 
(vi) Freestanding gazebos, including gazebos over pools and spas, shall comply 

with the same standards as for patio covers. 
 

(vii) All patio structures shall comply with City building code requirements. 
 

(c) Patio Enclosures. 
 

(i) All of the standards for patio covers in 22.22.700(18)(b) shall apply. 
 
(ii) Patio enclosures shall have readily removable 0.125-inch maximum thickness 

plastic windows (and doors) or insect screening with thirty-inch maximum 
kneewalls; enclosure walls shall be a minimum of five feet from side and rear 
property lines; however, if the rear or side property abuts a street, the patio 
enclosure must be at least ten feet from the rear or side property line, wall or 
fence, whichever is closest; 

 
(iii) The patio enclosure shall be attached to the main wall of the building and no 

structural changes shall be made to the main building. 
 

(iv) Any second story deck which is enclosed shall be considered an addition and 
included as part of the total floor area. 

 
(d) Solariums. 
 

(i) The location, setback and lot coverage requirements for patio covers and 
patio enclosures shall be applicable for solariums. 

 
(ii) The side panels shall be readily removable 0.125-inch maximum thickness 

plastic windows or insect screening with thirty-inch maximum kneewalls. 
 

(iii) The straight slope portion of the roof shall be a minimum of .280-inch thick 
laminated glass and the curved portion shall be a minimum of 0.125-inch 
thickness.  Alternate materials may be used in place of the glass providing the 
materials are approved by the Director of Community Development and 
comply with the City building code requirements. 

 
(iv) Solariums shall meet the height, wind, and live load requirements of the 

building code for patio covers. 
 

(v) The solarium shall be attached to a wall of the main building and no structural 
changes shall be made to the main building. 
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Existing building encroachment within the rear 30' 
 
Proposed patio structure 
 

 
NOTE: For solid roof or enclosed patio structures, the plot plan must also include 
dimensions of the house and the lot.   
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PATIO COVERAGE CALCULATIONS 

1. THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE REAR 30 FEET OF THE LOT IS  
(THE WIDTH OF THE LOT X 30) 

sq. ft.

2. THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF ANY EXISTING BUILDING ENCROACHMENT INTO THE 
REAR 30 FEET OF THE LOT IS: 

sq. ft.

3. SUBTRACT LINE 2 FROM 1: 
(THIS REPRESENTS THE OPEN SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE EXISTING REAR YARD) 

sq. ft.
4. INDICATE IF THE LOT IS ZONED RS-5000 OR RS-6500: 

IF THE LOT IS ZONED RS-5000, TAKE 40% OF LINE 3: 
IF THE LOT IS ZONED RS-6500, TAKE 32% OF LINE 3: sq. ft.

5. THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE PATIO STRUCTURE WITHIN THE REAR 30 FEET OF 
THE LOT IS: 
(LINE 5 MUST NOT BE LARGER THAN LINE 4). 
 sq. ft.

 
 

BUILDING COVERAGE CALCULATIONS 
(for Solid Roof or Enclosed Patio Structures Only) 

6. THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE LOT IS: 
sq. ft. 

7. THE MAXIMUM BUILDING COVERAGE FOR THE LOT IS: 
IF THE LOT IS ZONED RS-5000, TAKE 45% OF LINE 6. 
IF THE LOT IS ZONED RS-6500, TAKE 40% OF LINE 6. sq. ft. 

8. THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE RESIDENCE  
(NOT INCLUDING THE GARAGE) IS: 

sq. ft. 

9. THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE GARAGE IS: 
sq. ft. 

10. THE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF ANY OVERHANGS, PORCHES, AND BALCONIES GREATER 
THAN 30 INCHES IS: 

sq. ft. 

11. THE PROPOSED SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE PATIO STRUCTURE (LINE 5) IS: 
sq. ft. 

12. THE TOTAL BUILDING COVERAGE FOR THE LOT (ADD LINES 8 THROUGH 11) IS: 
(LINE 12 MUST NOT BE LARGER THAN LINE 7.) 

sq. ft. 
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