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ARTERIAL BLOCK WALL REPLACEMENT PERMIT APPLICATION 
 Please Type or Print 

 
An arterial block wall replacement permit is required for the repair and/or replacement of 
existing privately-owned block walls located adjacent to arterial streets within the City of 
Cerritos.  All repaired or replaced block walls shall match the material finish and color of the 
existing arterial block wall.  If only a portion of a block wall within a subject property is to 
be repaired or replaced, the new portion shall also match the height of the existing block 
wall.  
  
        AP#  _______________________ 
 
Name of Homeowner:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Job Site: ________________________________________________________ 
    
Assessor's Parcel Number (APN): ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  (           ) ____________________________________________________ 
 
Zoning (Check with City): RS-5000___________  RS-6500__________  Other__________   
 
Name of Contractor:   _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Contractor:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  (           ) ____________________________________________________ 
 
State License #: ___________________ City Business License #:____________________ 
 
Existing Block Wall Conditions:  
 
Is the existing block wall located adjacent to an arterial street? Yes________  No_________ 
 
Type of Block Wall Material:   Concrete Masonry    Slump    Split Face    Other 
 
Wall Height (adjacent to an arterial street):  Rear Yard: _________  Side Yard: __________  
 
Nature of Work (check one):  Repair______________  Replacement___________________ 
 
Percentage (%) of block wall to be repaired or replaced*: ___________________________   
 
*Please note that if the length of the repaired and/or replaced portion of the wall 
is less than 50% of the length of the wall segment within the subject property, a 
building permit shall not be required to be obtained concurrently with this 
application. 
 
Encroachment Permit Required? (see page 3-4 of application): Yes _______ No ________ 
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This section to be completed by homeowner: 
 

Initial each line below to acknowledge and declare as follows:   
 
___ I declare, under penalty of making a false statement, that I have read and 

understand the statements and requirements of Chapter 22.22.700, "Site 
Development Standards," of the Cerritos Municipal Code, and will completely abide by 
them.   
 

___ I shall repair or replace my existing block wall or fence in accordance with the City of 
Cerritos Municipal Code, all other applicable Code provisions, and the approved plans 
on which a permit was issued. 
 

___ I understand that residential block walls are private property, and the maintenance 
and repair of the walls are the responsibility of the property owner for which the wall 
is located. 
 

___ A violation of the statements and requirements of the Municipal Code, including the 
failure to obtain a wall permit prior to the construction of the wall, may constitute an 
infraction punishable pursuant to Section 1.08.020 of the Cerritos Municipal Code.  
 

___ I understand that if an encroachment permit is required, I will be responsible for the 
restoration or proper repair of the adjacent sidewalk and/or other publicly owned 
improvements damaged during block wall construction on my subject property. 
 

___ I understand that if I repair or replace a portion of the block wall on my subject 
property that is on or over the common property line of my neighbor, I will be 
required to obtain the adjacent neighbor's authorization by means of a Common 
Property Line Agreement.  
 

___ I understand that if I choose to use City-provided block wall plans, I will be required 
to complete and sign a general release and waiver of claims, thereby acknowledging 
and agreeing to release and hold harmless the City of Cerritos from using said details. 
 

 
Homeowner's Signature* __________________________________   Date _____________        
         
 
Contractor's Signature ____________________________________   Date _____________              
 

*Application must be signed by the homeowner prior to submittal to the City. 
 

 

(This section to be completed by staff) 
 

Community Development Approval: 
 
Approved by:  Date:  
    
Print Name/Title:   
 
Public Works Approval (if an encroachment permit is necessary): 
 
Approved by:  Date:  
    
Print Name/Title:   
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ENCROACHMENT PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
 
The following wall construction shall also require an encroachment permit and 
shall be subject to inspection by the Public Works Department: 
 
• New, repaired, or replaced block walls with a below-grade footing that encroaches into 

the public right-of-way 
 
• Repaired or replaced above-grade portions of existing arterial block walls that already 

encroach into the public right-of-way 
 
• All wall construction that temporarily occupies a portion of the public right-of-way during 

the construction process. 
 
Please note that, except for existing encroachments, in no instance shall any portion of a 
block wall above the grade of the adjacent public sidewalk be permitted to encroach into the 
public right-of-way. 
 
If an encroachment permit is necessary for the repair or replacement of an 
existing block wall, please fill out the encroachment permit application on the next 
page. 
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INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR AN ARTERIAL BLOCK WALL REPLACEMENT PERMIT 
 
1. Plot plan of the entire lot including the subject residence, adjacent residences and 

locations of existing and proposed walls. 
 
2. Structural Plans are required for block walls over thirty (30) inches in height (two 

copies-see attached examples). 
 

  Note: The pre-approved structural plans are provided by the City of Cerritos as an 
approved design for block walls.  The examples are provided to serve as guidelines 
and stipulate minimum requirements for the construction of block walls regarding 
foundation, structural reinforcement, and grouting, and may be used in lieu of hiring 
an engineer for structural calculations.  Walls shall not be required to be limited to 
this design; however, any alternative design must receive approval from the Cerritos 
Building and Safety Division. 

 
3. Common Property Line Agreement is required for walls proposed on common 

property lines. The agreement must be signed by the affected adjacent property owners. 
 
Note: If approval from adjacent property owner(s) is not possible, the wall/fence 
may be built within the subject property provided that a land survey signed by a 
Land Surveyor licensed in the State of California is submitted along with the 
wall/fence plan and provided that the wall/fence, including the foundation, is 
constructed entirely on the subject property. 

 
4. Submit the above information, and the Homeowners Association approval if 

applicable, to the City of Cerritos, Community Development Department for review. 
 

ARTERIAL BLOCK WALL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

Pursuant to the statements and requirements of the Cerritos Municipal Code (Chapter 
22.22.700 -Site Development Standards) and the Cerritos Block Wall Repair and 
Replacement Policy, the following regulations shall apply to block walls located along an 
arterial street: 
 
• All construction, including repair or replacement, of block walls shall require approval 

from the Department of Community Development. 
 
• All repaired or replaced block walls shall match the material finish and color of the 

existing arterial block wall. 
 
• A solid block wall constructed along the perimeter of a residential subdivision shall be a 

minimum height of six feet six inches (6'-6") and a maximum height of eight (8) feet, as 
measured from the ground level of the adjacent public right-of-way or sidewalk. 

 
• If only a portion of the wall is replaced, then the replaced portion shall have a height 

that matches the remaining existing wall. 
 
• No wall extensions are permitted along the perimeter of a residential subdivision 

adjacent to an arterial street.  
 

• Four-inch (4") thick block is prohibited. 
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• Where a thicker block is constructed adjacent to an existing 4" block wall, the portion of 
the wall facing a public street shall be aligned flush with the face of the existing block 
wall, such that there is no visible jog in the wall.  The thicker portion of the new block 
shall extend into the subject property. 

 
Copies of Cerritos Municipal Code regulations/Cerritos Block Wall Repair and Replacement 
Policy may be obtained from the Department of Community Development.  Additionally, the 
Cerritos Municipal Code can be viewed online at www.codepublishing.com/ca/cerritos.html. 
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COMMON PROPERTY LINE AGREEMENT – SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZATION (S) 
 

This agreement, by the following property owners, gives permission to construct a wall 
on or over the common property line without restrictions. 

 

Subject Property (Site of Block Wall Construction): 

 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Homeowner's Signature: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Print Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Adjacent Property #1: 

 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Homeowner's Signature: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Print Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Adjacent Property #2: 

 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Homeowner's Signature: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Print Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Subject 
Property 

Adjacent 
Property #1 

Adjacent 
Property #2 

ARTERIAL STREET 
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City of Cerritos 
Approved Block Wall Details 

 
Adopted on January 29, 2009 
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GENERAL RELEASE AND WAIVER OF CLAIMS 

 
This general release and waiver of claims (“RELEASE”) is entered into by the property owner 
and user of the wall plans (“WALL PLANS”) described below. 
 
The WALL PLANS are standard block wall plans provided as a courtesy by the City of 
Cerritos (“City”) and attached to this RELEASE. 
 
By signing this RELEASE, I certify that I am the user of the WALL PLANS and I agree with 
and understand the following provisions of this RELEASE: 

I understand that the WALL PLANS provided by the City of Cerritos are a pre-approved 
design for block walls.   
 
I understand that four-inch (4") thick block is prohibited, and I will not employ the use of 
4"-thick block. 
 
I understand that I am not required to use nor am I limited to the use of the WALL PLANS 
for the design of my wall. I further understand that any alternative wall design must receive 
approval from the City.   
 
I hereby acknowledge and agree to release and hold harmless the City of Cerritos, 
and each of its officers, agents, and employees, from liability of whatsoever nature 
or form based on any misuse of or any construction defect, problem, complication 
or cost that results from the use of the WALL PLANS. I further acknowledge and 
agree to release and hold harmless the City of Cerritos, and each of its officers, 
agents, and employees, from any and all claims, suits, losses, liabilities, injuries, 
damages, expenses, and costs of any kind or nature, arising out of or in any way 
connected with the use of the WALL PLANS. 
 
I understand that use of the WALL PLANS described above is only permitted after signing 
this RELEASE. 
 
 
 
Dated:  _______________________________  
 
 
______________________________________ 
Signature  
 
 
______________________________________   
Print Name  
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