
 
Homeowner Information  
 
Name of Homeowner:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Job Site: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Zoning (Check with City):  RS-5000        RS-6500        Other _________________ 
 
Contractor Information  
 
Name of Contractor:   _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Contractor:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
State License Number: ______________________________________________________ 
 
City Business License Number: ________________________________________________ 
 
Type of Fence or Wall:    Wood     Masonry Block      Wrought Iron      Vinyl  
 
Fence or Wall Height:  Front Yard: ________ Rear Yard: ________ Side Yard: _________     
 
Nature of Work (check one):  Repair* ________ Replacement* ________ New _________  
 
*Percentage (%) of block wall to be repaired or replaced: ___________________________ 
 
*Please note that if the length of the repaired and/or replaced portion of the wall 
is less than 50% of the length of the wall segment within the subject property, a 
building permit shall not be required to be obtained concurrently with this 
application. 
 
The Homeowner agrees that all work will be done in accordance with the City of Cerritos 
Municipal Code, all other applicable Code provisions and consistent with the approved plans 
on which the permit was issued.  A violation of the statements and requirements of the 
Municipal Code, including the failure to obtain a wall/fence permit prior to the construction 
of the wall/fence, may constitute an infraction punishable pursuant to Section 1.08.020 of 
the Cerritos Municipal Code. 
 
**Homeowner's Signature __________________________________   Date ____________        
         
 
Contractor's Signature ____________________________________   Date _____________              
 
** Application must be signed by the homeowner prior to submittal to the City. 
 

   (Office use only) 
     

Community Development Approval  
 
Approved by:  Date:   AP #  
 
 
 
Revised: May 2015

 

City of Cerritos Department of Community Development 
Civic Center  18125 Bloomfield Avenue 
P.O. Box 3130  Cerritos, California 90703-3130 
Phone: (562) 916-1201  Fax: (562) 916-1371 
www.cerritosgis.com  www.cerritos.us 
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IMPLEMENTATION STANDARDS 
 
Wall Thickness for All Walls: 
 
• Four-inch (4") thick block is prohibited. 
 
• Where a thicker block is constructed adjacent to an existing 4" block wall, the portion of 

the wall facing a public street shall be aligned flush with the face of the existing block 
wall, such that there is no visible jog in the wall.  The thicker portion of the new block 
shall extend into the subject property. 

 
Within the Front Yard: 
 
• Any construction of a new or replacement wall/fence shall require the approval of the 

Community Development Department. All walls/fences greater than the height of thirty 
(30) inches shall also require a building permit prior to construction. 
 

• Walls/fences visible from any area within the public right-of-way shall be constructed of 
a decorative material such as slump block, brick, wrought iron or wood grain embossed 
vinyl and subject to the approval of the Director of Community Development.  

 
• Block walls may be constructed to a maximum of thirty (30) inches in height within the 

first five (5) feet of the property as measured from the front property line.  For corner 
residential lots, decorative walls/fences located along the arc of the corner within the 
first five (5) feet from the property line shall not exceed eighteen (18) inches in height 
as measured from the top of the adjacent street curb. 

 
• Walls/fences may be constructed to a maximum of five (5) feet in height when set back 

a minimum of five (5) feet from the front property line but they shall be designed and 
constructed in a manner which allows objects on the other side to be clearly seen above 
the height of thirty (30) inches.  Walls and fences in the front yard are typically 
constructed with a maximum thirty (30) inches of solid material at the base of the wall 
or fence and thirty (30) inches of open material above.  Open material such as wrought 
iron, or other material approved by the Director of Community Development, may be 
used. 

 
• Pilasters constructed of slump block, split-face block, brick or concrete finished with 

stucco of the same colors as the residence, measuring a maximum of five (5) feet in 
height, of a cross section of no more than twelve (12) inches square and separated by a 
minimum distance of eight (8) feet, may be permitted when used to support a 
decorative fence. 

  
• All decorative walls/fences or gates visible from the public right-of-way and that abut 

the side or rear yard shall incorporate decorative solid screening materials approved by 
the Director of Community Development. 

 
• Painting or staining of any masonry walls/fences shall be prohibited unless the paint 

color is deemed by the Director of Community Development to be consistent with the 
natural color of the masonry material used to construct the wall/fence.  Any person 
desiring to paint or stain a masonry wall/fence shall obtain prior approval, in writing, 
from the Department of Community Development. 
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Perimeter Walls/Fences within a Residential Subdivision 
 

• A perimeter wall/fence located along the side or rear property line shall consist of 
masonry block and shall be compatible with the color of the residence and any 
abutting walls/fences. 

 
• A solid block wall/fence constructed within the perimeter of a subdivision shall be a 

minimum height of six (6) feet and a maximum height of eight (8) feet, including 
wall/fence extensions, as measured from the highest ground level on either side of 
the wall/fence. 

 
• A wall/fence extension shall be compatible with the color, style, and usage of the 

abutting property and shall be subject to the approval of the Director of Community 
Development. 

Perimeter Walls/Fences along the Perimeter of a Residential Subdivision 
 

• A perimeter wall/fence located along the side or rear property line shall consist of 
slump block, shall be compatible with the color and design of abutting walls along 
the perimeter of the subdivision, and shall be subject to the approval of the Director 
of Community Development. 

 
• A solid slump block wall/fence constructed along the perimeter of a residential 

subdivision shall be a minimum height of 6'-6" and a maximum height of 8'-0", as 
measured from the highest ground level on either side of the wall. 

 
• No wall extensions are permitted on the perimeter of a residential subdivision. 

Chain Link Fences 
 

• Chain link fences/gates shall not be allowed. 

Decorative Gates 
 
• Gates leading to side yards must be at least 6'-0" high and be constructed of solid 

materials such as wood or steel to screen the side yard from view from the public 
right-of-way. 

 
• Decorative gates are prohibited from swinging out into the public right-of-way. 

 
 
INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR PLAN APPROVAL 
 

1. Plot plan of the entire lot including the subject residence, adjacent residences 
and locations of existing and proposed walls/fences (two copies-see attached 
example). 

 
2. Structural Plans are required for block walls over thirty (30) inches in height 

(two copies-see attached examples). 
 
  Note: The example structural plans are provided by the City of Cerritos as an 

approved design for block walls.  The examples are provided to serve as 
guidelines and stipulate minimum requirements for the construction of block 
walls regarding foundation, structural reinforcement, and grouting, and may 
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be used in lieu of hiring an engineer for structural calculations.  If the 
applicant desires to use the provided structural plans, the attached "General 
Release and Waiver of Claims" must be signed and submitted to the 
Department of Community Development along with the application for block 
wall or fence approval.  Walls shall not be required to be limited to this 
design; however, any alternative design must receive approval from the 
Cerritos Building and Safety Division. 

 
3. Common Property Line Agreement is required for walls/fences proposed on 

common property lines. The agreement must be signed by the adjacent property 
owner(s) (see attachment). 

 
Note: If approval from adjacent property owner(s) is not possible, the 
wall/fence may be built within the subject property provided that a land 
survey signed by a Land Surveyor licensed in the State of California is 
submitted along with the wall/fence plan and the wall/fence, including the 
foundation is constructed entirely on the subject property. 

 
4. Submit the above information, the Homeowners Association approval if 

applicable, to the City of Cerritos, Community Development Department for 
review. 
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SAMPLE PLOT PLAN/HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

RESIDENCE RESIDENCE RESIDENCE 

RESIDENCE RESIDENCE SUBJECT 
SITE 

5' 

= THIRTY INCH (30") MAXIMUM WALL/FENCE HEIGHT IN THIS AREA 

= FIVE FEET (5') MAXIMUM DECORATIVE WALL/FENCE HEIGHT IN THIS AREA 
 THIRTY INCH (30") MAXIMUM HEIGHT SOLID WALL 
 ABOVE THIRTY INCHES (30"), WALLS SHALL BE DESIGNED AND 

CONSTRUCTED WITH OPEN MATERIAL TO ALLOW FOR OBJECTS TO BE 
CLEARLY SEEN ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WALL 

LEGEND: HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

= SIX FEET (6') TO EIGHT FEET (8') MAXIMUM WALL/FENCE 
   HEIGHT IN THIS AREA 
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COMMON PROPERTY LINE AGREEMENT 
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZATION(S) 

 
This agreement, by the following property owners, gives permission to construct a 
wall on or over the common property line without restrictions. 

 

Address of Job Site: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Homeowner's Signature: ___________________Print Name: ________________________ 

 

 

Adjacent Property #1 Address: ________________________________________________ 

 

Homeowner's Signature: ___________________Print Name: ________________________ 

 

 

Adjacent Property #2 Address: ________________________________________________ 

 

Homeowner's Signature: ___________________Print Name: ________________________ 
 

 

Adjacent Property #3 Address: ________________________________________________ 

 

Homeowner's Signature: ___________________Print Name: ________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Subject 
Site Property 

#1 

Property 
#2 

Property 
#3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Cerritos 
Approved Block Wall Details 

 
Adopted on January 29, 2009 



GENERAL RELEASE AND WAIVER OF CLAIMS 
 
This general release and waiver of claims (“RELEASE”) is entered into by the 
property owner and user of the wall plans (“WALL PLANS”) described below. 
 
The WALL PLANS are standard block wall plans provided as a service by the City of 
Cerritos (“City”) and attached to this RELEASE. 
 
By signing this RELEASE, I certify that I am the user of the WALL PLANS and I agree 
with and understand the following provisions of this RELEASE: 

I understand that the WALL PLANS provided by the City of Cerritos are a pre-
approved design for block walls that are six (6) feet or less in height.   
 
I understand that four-inch (4") thick block is prohibited, and I will not employ the 
use of 4"-thick block. 
 
I understand that I am not required to use nor am I limited to the use of the WALL 
PLANS for the design of my wall. I further understand that any alternative wall 
design must receive approval from the City.   
 
I hereby acknowledge and agree to release and hold harmless the City of 
Cerritos, and each of its officers, agents, and employees, from liability of 
whatsoever nature or form based on any misuse of or any construction 
defect, problem, complication or cost that results from the use of the WALL 
PLANS. I further acknowledge and agree to release and hold harmless the 
City of Cerritos, and each of its officers, agents, and employees, from any 
and all claims, suits, losses, liabilities, injuries, damages, expenses, and 
costs of any kind or nature, arising out of or in any way connected with the 
use of the WALL PLANS. 
 
I understand that use of the WALL PLANS described above is only permitted after 
signing this RELEASE. 
 
 
 
Dated:  _______________________________  
 
 
______________________________________ 
Signature  
 
 
______________________________________   
Print Name  
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