
March 2022 March 2022 •• Volume 51  Volume 51 •• Number 3 Number 3
Published for the Citizens of CerritosPublished for the Citizens of Cerritos

Continued on page 7

Please note that the following information is 
current as of press time on February 16. For the 
most updated City information related to COVID-19, 
please visit cerritos.us. 

On January 5, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) expanded recommendations for 
COVID-19 vaccine booster shots to include everyone 
ages 12 years and older. At this time, only the Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is authorized and recom-
mended for teens ages 12 to 17.

Per a modified Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health order effective January 17, employers 
must provide and require their employees who work 
indoors in close contact with others to wear well-fitting 
medical grade masks, surgical masks or higher-level 
respirators, such as N95 or KN95 masks. 

The federal government has started a program to 
distribute 400 million free N95 masks to the public 
from the Strategic National Stockpile. Up to three free 
masks will be available to every person in the United 
States. The masks are being shipped to community 
health centers and federal pharmacy partners to be 
distributed to the public. In Southern California, the 
retail partners include Albertsons, Costco, CVS, Good 
Neighbor Pharmacy, Pavilions, Ralphs, Rite Aid, 
Sam’s Club, Vons, Walgreens and Walmart.

In early February, the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) approved the license for the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine. The vaccine is now fully approved 
for use in people age 18 and older. The Moderna vac-
cine received FDA emergency use authorization  
on December 18, 2020.

Anyone age 5 and older living or working in L.A. 
County can get vaccinated against COVID-19. Vacci-
nations are always free and open to eligible residents 
and workers regardless of immigration status. To find 
a vaccination site near you or make an appointment, 
visit: vaccinatelacounty.com or vaccines.gov.

As of January 15, individuals covered by a health 
insurance plan who purchase an FDA-approved, 
over-the-counter COVID-19 diagnostic test can have 
those tests covered by their insurance. The federal 
government also has purchased 1 billion at-home, 

March brings music and March brings music and 
magic to the CCPAmagic to the CCPA

 The month of March offers a variety of shows at 
the Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts (CCPA). 

The Four Phantoms in Concert brings together 
an extraordinary quartet of Broadway stars, each of 
whom has played the title role in Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s Tony-winning “Phantom of the Opera.” Brent 
Barrett, Ciarán Sheehan, Franc D’Ambrosio and John 
Cudia have performed to great acclaim on stages in 
Canada, Mexico, South America, Germany, Japan, Ko-
rea and Europe. See them in Cerritos on Friday, March 
4 at 8 p.m. Ticket prices start at $50.

Cited by The Boston Globe as “an educator, 
motivational speaker, and game show host, all rolled 
up in one,” composer Rob Kapilow explores Frédéric 
Chopin’s haunting “Piano Sonata in b-flat minor,” 
featuring the famous “Funeral March,” which was 
played at the Polish composer’s funeral. Pianist Vijay 
Venkatesh and the Colburn School of Music help Kap-
ilow explore the iconic piece on Wednesday, March 16 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $55. The show is sponsored by 
George and Bev Ray.

“John Mueller’s Winter Dance Party: A Tribute to 
Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and The Big Bopper” is 
the official live and authentic re-creation of the final 
tour for Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and the Big Bopper. 
The only show endorsed by the estates of the trio, the 
live performance includes unbridled, high-voltage 
entertainment featuring all the hit songs of the ’50s 
era: “That’ll Be the Day,” “Peggy Sue,” “Rave On,” “La 
Bamba,” “Chantilly Lace” and many more. Tickets start 
at $40 for the 8 p.m. show on Friday, March 18.

“A Toast to the Rat Pack & Marilyn” honors the 
1960s heyday of the Rat Pack’s legendary Las Vegas 
concerts. Featuring The Rat Pack Orchestra, ac-
claimed tribute artists re-create the songs, humor and 
camaraderie of The Rat Pack: Andy DiMino as Dean 
Mar-tin; Lambus Dean as Sammy Davis, Jr.; Sebastian 
Anzaldo as Frank Sinatra; and Susan Griffiths as 
Marilyn Monroe. The show is scheduled for 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 19 and ticket prices start at $35.

Sponsored by Cress Capital, “It’s Magic!” features 
an all-new cast of award-winning performers from 
around the globe, ready to leave audiences speechless 
and spellbound with sleight-of-hand illusions, stage 
tricks, comedy and variety acts. It’s “the best magic 
show in town!” cheers the “Los Angeles Times.” Catch 

City of Cerritos COVIDCity of Cerritos COVID--19 update19 update
rapid tests to distribute for free to Americans who want 
them. Every home in the United States is eligible to 
order four free at-home COVID-19 tests. The tests can 
be ordered at covidtests.gov. 

Three COVID-19 testing sites have opened in Cer-
ritos. The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department is 
hosting a site at Liberty Park Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Testing is free and available to 
anyone age 4 and older. No appointment is necessary. 

COVID-19 testing also is available in the parking 
lot located near the picnic shelter at Cerritos Park East. 
The testing site is operated by A & C UrgentCare and is 
open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday from 8 to 11 a.m. Antigen tests 
are offered free-of-charge. Appointments are recom-
mended, but not required. Appointments can be made 
by downloading and using the AiTmed-Care app. 

Health Unite has opened a testing site at the Los 
Cerritos Center in the parking lot area adjacent to the 
former Sears Store and Sears Tire Center. The site is 
open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and offers free anti-
gen and PCR tests. Drop-in service is available.

As of press time, the County reported a total of 
8,077 cases of COVID-19 in Cerritos and 74 deaths 
due to COVID-19. There were 132 reported cases of 
COVID-19 and two deaths in the unincorporated area 
of Cerritos. This represents an increase of 2,200 cases 
and 10 deaths in Cerritos since the February issue of 
“The Cerritos News.”

Public Health Resources
For the latest updates on COVID-19, please visit the 

following websites:
• County of Los Angeles Department of Public 

Health, publichealth.lacounty.gov
• California Department of Health, cdph.ca.gov
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, cdc.gov
• World Health Organization, who.int 

Vote in upcoming Vote in upcoming 
Cerritos General Cerritos General 
Municipal ElectionMunicipal Election

The next Cerritos General Municipal Election will 
take place on Tuesday, April 12, 2022. The ballot will 
feature races for two seats for full four-year terms on 
the Cerritos City Council and six proposed Charter 
Amendment Measures. 

Each voter will receive a Vote-by-Mail ballot for 
this election pursuant to State law. No return postage 
is required. Voters will have several options to cast 
their ballots beginning Monday, March 14, 2022. Op-
tions include “in-person” voting in the Office of the 
City Clerk/Elections Official during regular business 
hours and specified weekends, at designated Vote-by-
Mail Drop Boxes located in the Civic Center Plaza 
and Cerritos Park East, and through the United States 
Postal Mail. 

Updated election information is available in 
multiple languages on the City’s website at cerritos.
us. You may also contact the Office of the City Clerk/
Elections Official at (562) 916-1248 or by email at 
election2022@cerritos.us. 

Candidates’ forum setCandidates’ forum set
Learn more about the candidates running for  

Cerritos City Council at a special candidates’ forum  
organized by the La Palma-Cerritos branch of the 
American Association of University Women on 
Tuesday, March 1 at 7 p.m. in the City Hall Council 
Chambers (18125 Bloomfield Avenue). The forum is 
open to the public and will also air live on the City’s 
government access channel, Cerritos TV3.

The candidates’ forum will be rebroadcast on Cer-
ritos TV3 on Tuesday, March 8 and Monday, March 14 
at 7 p.m. The forum also will be available on the TV3 
video archive on the City’s web site at cerritos.us.

In the event that the City Hall Council Chambers 
is closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic at the time of 
the candidates’ forum, the forum will be canceled. 

The Four Phantoms in Concert will be presented  
at the Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts on 
Friday, March 4.



City Council/Successor Agency meetings are held 
at 7 p.m. on the second and fourth Thursday of every 
month at City Hall or via teleconference. For details, 
call the Office of the City Clerk/Treasurer from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday at (562) 916-1248.

December 9, 2021
• Awarded a contract for the maintenance of the Cerritos 

sewer system, Bid No. 1432-21, in the amount of 
$374,152.63 to Empire Pipe Cleaning and Equipment, 
Inc., for a two-year term with a provision of up to four 
one-year extensions and rejected all other bids.

• Authorized the City Manager, or his designee, to ex-
ecute the document(s) to facilitate, acknowledge and 
consent to the transfer of the ground lease of the Cer-
ritos Towne Center office building located at 12610 
Park Plaza Drive from Cress Capital Partners/CTC 
Office 1 LP to Alliance of Schools for Cooperative 
Insurance Programs (ASCIP), in such form as 
the City Attorney shall deem appropriate, includ-
ing any estoppel certificates, assignment consent 
or related implementing documentation required 
or appropriate in connection with completion 
of such assignment in the forms attached to the 
agenda report as presented, or such other form as 
the City Attorney shall deem appropriate.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Ordinance No. 1037, 
an ordinance of the City of Cerritos amending Section 
22.48.600 of the Cerritos Municipal Code, adding and 
clarifying regulations for political signs, herein refer-
enced as Development Code Amendment 2021-1.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Ordinance No. 1038, 
an ordinance of the City of Cerritos amending Title 6 
of the Cerritos Municipal Code by adding Chapter 6.09 
establishing organic waste collection requirements.

• Directed staff to present, for City Council consider-
ation at their Thursday, January 13, 2022 regular 
meeting, the applicable resolutions to place the six 
proposed Charter amendment ballot measures as 
presented in the official agenda report for this item 
before voters on the April 12, 2022 Cerritos General 
Municipal Election ballot.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2021-26, a resolution of the City Council of the City 
of Cerritos, California, calling for election of officers 
and establishing procedures for a General Municipal 
Election to be held in the City on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022, as authorized by the Cerritos City Charter and 
Ordinance No. 1036; and

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2021-27, a resolution of the City Council of the City 
of Cerritos, California, adopting regulations for can-
didates for elective office pertaining to candidate’s 
statements submitted to the voters at the Tuesday, 
April 12, 2022 General Municipal Election; and

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2021-28, a resolution of the City Council of the City 
of Cerritos, California, requesting the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors to render specified 
services to the City relating to the conduct of the City 
of Cerritos General Municipal Election to be held on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2022.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2021-29, a resolution of the City Council of the City 
of Cerritos providing for certain adjustments in the 
employment system and the personnel policies for 
full-time non-exempt employees represented by the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) Local 619, and repealing 
Resolution No. 2020-23; and

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution  
No. 2021-30 a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Cerritos providing for certain adjustments 
in the employment system and the personnel poli-
cies for all part-time temporary employees, includ-
ing temporary part-time employees represented 
by the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Local 619, and 
repealing Resolution No. 2020-24 and all related 
amendments; and

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2021-31, a resolution of the City Council of the City 
of Cerritos providing for certain adjustments in the 
employment system and the personnel policies for 
full-time exempt employees, full-time confidential 
employees, part-time confidential employees and 
repealing Resolution No. 2020-25 and all related 
amendments; and

• Received and filed the “Side Letter of Agreement 
between the City of Cerritos and the represented 
temporary, part-time employees of AFSCME Local 
619, Council 36 November 1, 2021,” entered into on 
December 9, 2021.

• Moved to affirmatively have the City of Cerritos 
opt-in and participate in the global settlement for 
the National Prescription Opiate Litigation, and 
authorized the City to take necessary or appropriate 
actions to participate in the global settlement.

January 13, 2022
• Awarded a contract for annual alarm system main-

tenance and monitoring for City facilities, RFP No. 
1444-21, in the amount of $33,690, to JMG Security 
Systems, Inc.; and

• Authorized a new appropriation and expenditure of 
funds in the Fiscal Year 2021-22 City Budget from 
the General Fund balance to cover the full contract 
amount, including the increase due to current mar-
ket rates, for the annual alarm system maintenance 
and monitoring for City facilities.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-01, a resolution of the City of Cerritos approv-
ing Precise Plan 83-16(2021) amendment, a request 
by the property owner, GST Inc., to construct a first-
floor warehouse addition and covered second-floor 
deck to an existing two-story industrial building at 
12881 166th Street, Cerritos, California, 90703. The 
proposed improvements also include refurbishment 
of the existing landscaping and other related site 
improvements. The subject property is zoned devel-
opment Area One (ADP-1) (APN 7010-016-054).

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-02, a resolution of the City Council of the City 
of Cerritos adopting the 2020 Urban Water Manage-
ment Plan and Water Shortage Contingency Plan 
pursuant to California Water Code Sections 10610 
through 10657.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-03, a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Cerritos, California calling for the holding 
of a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, April 
12, 2022 for the submission of a proposed charter 
amendment relating to “comprehensive clean-
up, update and modernization of the Cerritos City 
Charter” as authorized by the Cerritos City Charter, 
Ordinance No. 1036, and Resolution No. 2021-26.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-04, a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Cerritos, California calling for the holding 
of a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, April 
12, 2022 for the submission of a proposed Charter 
amendment relating to an “Anti-Nepotism Policy” 
as authorized by the Cerritos City Charter, Ordinance 
No. 1036, and Resolution No. 2021-26.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-05, a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Cerritos, California calling for the holding 
of a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, April 
12, 2022 for the submission of a proposed Charter 
amendment relating to “Term Limits - Removal” as 
authorized by the Cerritos City Charter, Ordinance 
No. 1036, and Resolution No. 2021-26. 

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-06, a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Cerritos, California calling for the holding 
of a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, April 
12, 2022 for the submission of a proposed charter 
amendment relating to “Term Limits – No Change” 
as authorized by the Cerritos City Charter, Ordinance 
No. 1036, and Resolution No. 2021-26.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-07, a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Cerritos, California calling for the holding 
of a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, April 
12, 2022 for the submission of a proposed Charter 
amendment relating to “Term Limits – Two 
Terms for Lifetime” as authorized by the Cerritos 
City Charter, Ordinance No. 1036, and Resolution 
No. 2021-26.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution No. 
2022-08, a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Cerritos, California calling for the holding 
of a General Municipal Election on Tuesday, April 
12, 2022 for the submission of a proposed Charter 
amendment relating to “Term Limits – Three 
Terms for Lifetime” as authorized by the Cerritos 
City Charter, Ordinance No. 1036, and Resolution 
No. 2021-26.

• Authorized specific members of the City Council to 
write and file certain primary arguments; and

• Authorized the priority selection of certain primary 
arguments; and 

• Moved to incorporate the authorizations into 
the resolution setting priorities for the filing of 
written arguments regarding the subject Charter 
amendments.

• Waived full reading of and adopted Resolution 
No. 2022-09, a resolution of the City Council of 
the City of Cerritos, California setting priorities for 
filing of written arguments regarding proposed 
Charter amendments and directing the City 
Attorney to prepare impartial analyses for each, 
including incorporation into the resolution 
authorizations given by City Council majority vote 
at the Thursday, January 13, 2022, City Council/
Successor Agency regular meeting.

• Directed the City Attorney to contact the subject 
property owner to seek compliance with their 
contractual obligations to the City as related 
to the stolen “Strength of the Maker” art piece 
(Conditional Use Permit 2002-17, Precise Plan 
2002-20, specifically to Condition 42, relating to 
the Art in Public Places Program and the recorded 
Agreement containing the Covenants, Conditions 
and Restrictions (CC&R’s)), and inquire whether 
the subject property owner would be part of the 
purchasing of the replacement “Strength of the 
Maker” art piece; and

• Present the resulting findings, once completed, in 
a report to the City Council.

• Awarded a contract for the Cerritos arterial street 
and center median landscape maintenance proj-
ect, Bid No. 1442-21, in the amount of $1,859,320, 
to Bright View Landscape Services, Inc., for a four-
year term with a provision of up to two one-year 
extensions and rejected all other bids; and

• Authorized the appropriation and expenditure 
from the City’s General Fund to cover the full 
contract amount for the Cerritos arterial street and 
center median landscape project inclusive of the 
increased contract cost due to the current market 
rates of irrigation and chemical herbicide.

• Adopted Resolution No. 2022-10, a resolution of 
the City Council of the City of Cerritos, California, 
authorizing and implementing teleconference 
accessibility for conducting public meetings 
pursuant to Assembly Bill 361.

• Moved to seek appellate review, as a co-appellant, 
of an appealable order and judgment filed in 
Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. 21 
STCP01970, case name Orange County Council of 
Governments, et al. v. Velasquez, as Interim Direc-
tor for the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development (or HCD), with Real 
Party in Interest Southern California Association 
of Governments (SCAG).  



March Library News
In order to register, patrons must be in the City’s 

RACER registration database. For more information, 
please visit the City of Cerritos website at cerritos.us.

CLASSES/RACER ONLINE REGISTRATION TIPS
To check the availability or to register for classes, 

please visit the Cerritos website at cerritos.us and 
look for the Classes/RACER link. You will not receive 
confirmation by mail for classes registered online. 

Please print a receipt at the conclusion of your 
transaction and bring it with you to the first day of 
the event or class. For additional information, please 
call the Library Reservation Desk at (562) 916-1388. 
Computers at the Cerritos Library may be used to 
access RACER.

ONLINE REGISTRATION
cerritos.us
Cerritos Resident online registration for all pro-

grams listed begins Tues., Mar. 1 at 11 a.m.
Non-Resident online registration for all programs 

listed begins Tues., Mar. 8 at 11 a.m.

PHONE REGISTRATION     
Call (562) 916-1388
Cerritos Resident phone registration for all pro-

grams listed begins Wed., Mar. 2 at 11 a.m.
Non-Resident phone registration for all programs 

listed begins Tues., Mar. 8 at 11 a.m.

WALK-IN REGISTRATION
Cerritos Resident walk-in registration for all pro-

grams listed begins Tues., Feb. 1 at 11 a.m.
Non-Resident walk-in registration for all programs 

listed begins Tues., Feb. 8 at 11 a.m.

REGISTRAT ION

Program participants will be required  
to complete a COVID-19 waiver.

Everyone age 2 and older must wear  
a face covering when inside the  

Cerritos Library, per the Los Angeles 
County Health Officer Order.

COVID -19 WAIVER

SAFETY REMINDER

The following Library  
programs require  

advance registration:
For more information call (562) 916-1388,  

unless otherwise noted.  
Seating is limited for all programs.

STORYTIMES
Cerritos Library’s 30-45 minute storytimes incorpo-

rating stories and audience participation will be held 
in the Children’s Library, in front of the aquarium. 
Only children registered for Storytime may be brought 
to the program.

Tuesdays at 11 a.m. for ages 3-5 and under
7890  Tues., Mar. 8
7891  Tues., Mar. 15
7892  Tues., Mar. 22
7893  Tues., Mar. 29
7894  Tues., Apr. 5

Thursdays at 11 a.m. for ages 3-5 and under
7895  Thurs., Mar. 10
7897  Thurs., Mar. 17
7901  Thurs., Mar. 24
7902  Thurs., Mar. 31
7903  Thurs., Apr. 7

            

VIRTUAL READ TO THE DOG PROGRAM 
Join our BARK volunteer dog and practice reading. 

This program is designed to give children the opportu-
nity to gain confidence and improve reading skills by 
reading aloud to a therapy dog. Each participant will 
receive 10 minutes at an assigned time to read to our 
furry friend. Children should have a book available 
as reading material. Participants will be emailed the 
Zoom information and individual scheduled reading 
times. Space is limited to 10 participants.

7906   Mon., Mar. 14 3:30 p.m.    
    Ages 4-10 Via Zoom     

VIRTUAL VOYAGE AQUATIC CODING PROGRAM
Using the power of code, students ages 8-12 will 

explore aquatic worlds and uncover hidden treasure 
with the 2018 Minecraft Voyage Aquatic tutorial. All 
participants must complete an online Microsoft waiver 
form to obtain the Zoom information. Space is limited 
to 25 participants.

7907          Mon., Mar. 28 4-5 p.m.          
  Ages 8-12 Via Zoom

The following Library  
programs do not require 

advance registration:

GRAB-AND-GO DR. SEUSS CRAFT
Children ages 4-10 will be provided with materials 

to create an adorable Dr. Seuss Craft. Please pick up 
the kit at the Children’s Help Desk beginning Wednes-
day, March 2, while supplies last.

ARTS & CRAFTS FOR KIDS 
A free hands-on St. Patrick’s Day craft will be held 

in the Skyline Room for children ages 5-12. This glue 
and go craft will take approximately 10 to 15 minutes.

Fri., Mar. 11 11 a.m.-noon & 5-6 p.m.
  Ages 5-12  Art Studio

CHINESE CULTURAL DAY FEATURES  
ENTERTAINMENT AND CRAFTS

The community is invited to a Chinese Cultural 
Day on Saturday, March 19 from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. The 
Global Culture Education Foundation and Sino-US 
Performing Arts Organization will present Chinese 
Dance, Chinese Musical Instruments and Peking 
Opera. The organizations will also offer crafts and 
cultural programs, such as Chinese Calligraphy, Pe-
king Opera Mask Making, a Musical Instrument Play 
Station and Chinese Handicrafts in Skyline Room B. 
Seating is limited and will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis for this free program.

Sat., March 19 1:30-4:30 p.m. Skyline Room

PEN ON PAPER POETRY READING
In celebration of National Poetry Night, students of 

Whitney High School’s creative writing and poetry club, 
Pen on Paper, will read their works. This event will be 
hosted by Mike “the Poet” Sonksen, a Woodbury Univer-
sity professor and writer who grew up in Cerritos. 

Mon., Apr. 4 6 p.m.  Skyline Room      
  All Ages  

MEET AUTHOR NAMRATA PODDAR
Namrata Poddar will read from her debut novel 

“Border Less.” Her novel was a finalist for Feminist 
Press’s Meriwether First Book Award. Divided into two 
sections, “Roots” and “Routes,” the book traces the 
migratory journey of Dia Mittel, an airline call agent 
who is searching for a better life.

Tues., Apr. 12 6 p.m.  Skyline Room

CONTESTS FOR TALENTED TEENS
The Friends of the Cerritos Library will sponsor 

the 23rd Annual Teen Contests. The contests are open 
to all students with valid Cerritos Library cards and 
attending grades 7 through 12. All entries must be 
original. There is no restriction on theme or style. One 
entry per person is allowed for each of the categories. 
Gift certificates to a local bookstore will be presented 
to the winners at a reception in May. The deadline for 
all entries is Friday, March 25 at 7 p.m.

Themes and Specifications
Art: (No larger than 12” x 18” and using any medium)
Photography: (No larger than 8” x 10”)
Poetry: (Up to 50 lines)
Short Story: (No more than 500 words)
Entry forms are available at the Cerritos Library 

and on the library’s website at cerritoslibrary.us.

LIBRARY DISPLAY – PEOPLE & PLACES
Cerritos Library is hosting an exhibition of 

beautiful watercolor artwork by renowned artist Jim 
Salchak. Salchak has been captivated by the medium 
of watercolor for more than 40 years. His paintings 
have been shown in numerous local and national 
juried exhibitions, including the American Watercolor 
Society, National Watercolor Society and Watercolor 
West. This exhibition will be displayed from Saturday, 
March 5 through Thursday, April 28.

PICTURING WOMEN INVENTORS
Cerritos Library will display a poster exhibit, 

“Picturing Women Inventors,” in honor of Women’s 
History Month. This series of eight posters explores 
the inventions of 19 highly accomplished American 
women. Astronauts, computer pioneers and business-
women join athletes, engineers and even teenagers in 
this remarkable group of inventors. This poster exhibit 
is provided by The Smithsonian Traveling Exhibi-
tion Service (SITES) and the Lemelson Center for the 
Study of Invention and Innovation. This exhibit will 
be featured in the library’s Main Street during the 
month of March.



For a list of shops  
and restaurants in Cerritos,  

visit shopcerritos.com.

Thank you for supporting the community’s  
local restaurants and businesses.

Shop & Dine
in Cerritos

Please contact restaurants and shops  
to inquire about their services and hours.

For a list of shops  
and restaurants in Cerritos,  

visit shopcerritos.com.
(562) 916-1220  |  cerritos.us/ceu  |  power@cerritos.us

on part of your  
home electricity bill

SAVE 5%

with

CERRITOS
ELECTRIC UTILITY

CERRITOS
ELECTRIC UTILITY

CERRITOS
ELECTRIC UTILITY

The CCPA is now  
accepting reservations.

cerritoscenter.com

To request a tour or to reserve space for an event,  
call (562) 916-8510 or email rentals@cerritoscenter.com.

For Cerritos TV3 schedule and streaming video, visit: cerritos.us/RESIDENTS/tv3.php

Metro approves route Metro approves route 
for initial segment for initial segment 
of West Santa Ana of West Santa Ana 

Branch Transit  Branch Transit  
Corridor ProjectCorridor Project

The Metro Board of Directors has approved 14.8-
mile Slauson/A Line to Pioneer route as the Locally 
Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the West Santa Ana 
Branch Transit Corridor Project’s initial operating 
segment. Additionally, the Board designated the Los 
Angeles Union Station as the northern terminus of the 
project.

Spanning 19.3 miles, the new light rail project 
will include 12 stations connecting the Gateway Cities 
of Artesia, Cerritos, Bellflower, Paramount, Downey, 
South Gate, Cudahy, Bell, Huntington Park, Vernon, 
the unincorporated Florence-Graham community 
and Downtown Los Angeles.

Metro will proceed with completing a Final Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement/Report by spring 2023 
for the initial segment, allowing for a groundbreaking 
in 2023 and the delivery of this 14.8-mile segment 
between 2033-2035. 

The project is estimated to reduce end-to-end 
transit travel time to 40 minutes in the corridor. The 
project is funded by Measure R and M voter-approved 
transportation sales taxes as well $300 million in state 
funding.

Despite Metro opposition, City of Cerritos continues 
to support the inclusion of an optional Cerritos sta-
tion and the use of cut-&-cover methodology for un-
dergrounding a portion of the Cerritos segment that 
currently provides for an aerial bridge to be located at 
the intersection of Gridley Road and 183rd Street. 

For more information about the project, visit 
metro.net/wsab. 

Arbor Week poster Arbor Week poster 
contest entries soughtcontest entries sought
The City of Cerritos is hosting an Arbor Week art poster 

contest with the theme “Connect With Your Roots.” The 
contest is open to Cerritos residents ages 5 to 14 and stu-
dents in the ABC Unified School District, Valley Christian 
Schools or Bellflower Unified School District. 

Entries must be original artwork, no larger than 
11 inches by 17 inches, and may feature any draw-
ing or painting materials (pencils, chalks, pastels, 
crayons, watercolors and/or acrylics). Do not mat, 
mount or frame the posters. Include the artist’s name, 
age, address and phone number on the back of the 
poster or use the official entry form (available at cer-
ritos.us). Completed entries must be dropped off at the 
Recreation Services Division at City Hall by 5 p.m. on 
Friday, April 8. 

First place winners’ artwork will be displayed on the 
City’s website at cerritos.us starting Monday, April 18 
through Monday, May 30. For more information, call 
the Recreation Services Division at (562) 916-1254. 

Cerritos Gadabouts Cerritos Gadabouts 
seeks membersseeks members

The Cerritos Gadabouts is currently welcoming 
new members. The organization is a social club for 
seniors age 55 and older to enjoy activities such as 
bingo, luncheons and day trips. Meetings are held 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the first and third Monday of 
each month at the Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon 
Park (12340 South St.).  

Annual dues are $10. For more information, contact 
membership vice president Lea Stern at (562) 596-1545 
or president Virginia Harmon at (562) 477-3051. 



For Cerritos TV3 schedule and streaming video, visit: cerritos.us/RESIDENTS/tv3.php

City Council and Commission Meetings
Cerritos City Council Meetings

7 p.m. on Thursday, March 10 (live), rebroadcasts: 7 p.m. on Friday, March 11  
and 9 a.m. on Monday, March 14 

7 p.m. on Thursday, March 24 (live), rebroadcasts: 7 p.m. on Friday, March 25 
and 9 a.m. on Monday, March 28

Fine Arts and Historical Commission Meeting
7 p.m. on Thursday, March 17 (live), rebroadcasts: 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 22 

and 9 a.m. on Thursday, March 24

Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting
7 p.m. on Thursday, March 3 (live), rebroadcasts: 7 p.m. on Monday, March 7 

and 9 a.m. on Tuesday, March 8

Planning Commission Meeting
7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 2 (live), rebroadcasts: 10 a.m. on Friday, March 4 

and 7 p.m. on Wednesday, March 9

Property Preservation Commission Meeting
7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 29 (live), rebroadcasts: 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 31 

and 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 5

Program Highlights
Cerritos Library Author Showcase:  

Dr. La-Doris McClaney
7 p.m. on Sunday, March 6; 10 a.m. on Thursday, March 10;  

8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 16; 10 a.m. on Friday, March 18;  
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 19;  
and 7 p.m. on Monday, March 21

Yamato in Concert at the CCPA
7 p.m. Friday, March 18 and 6 p.m. Saturday, March 26

Celtic Spring in Concert at the CCPA
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 16 and 9 a.m. on Thursday, March 17

Danú in Concert at the CCPA
4 p.m. on Thursday, March 17 and 9 p.m. on Friday, March 18

From Dairy Valley to Cerritos
5:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 3 and 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 12

Sejong Soloists in Concert at the CCPA 
6 p.m. on Sunday, March 20

Short-term rentals Short-term rentals 
banned in Cerritosbanned in Cerritos

Cerritos residential property owners are reminded 
that the City of Cerritos prohibits short-term rentals. 

Short-term rentals refer to leasing or renting a 
single-family residential dwelling unit (in whole 
or in part) for 31 days or fewer. The most common 
types of short-term rentals are vacation rentals and 
home-sharing rentals, which are both prohibited. 
The Sheraton Cerritos Hotel located in the commer-
cially zoned Cerritos Towne Center is not considered 
a short-term rental under the ordinance.

The ban strives to protect Cerritos residential 
neighborhoods from the noise, nuisances, added 
traffic and other adverse factors that can arise  
with short-term rentals. Appropriate enforcement 
measures will be taken against those who violate  
the City ordinance. 

The City of Cerritos is launching an organic waste 
recycling pilot program in April within one residen-
tial section of the City. Residents who live within the 
pilot program area will be notified and instructed to 
dispose of food scraps along with green waste in the 
green trash container. The City will evaluate the pilot 
program and then implement a citywide organic 
waste recycling program later in 2022. 

California state law (Senate Bill 1383) requires all 
jurisdictions in the state to mandate participation in 
organic waste recycling programs to recover and di-
vert non-edible organic waste from reaching landfills. 
Organic waste, which includes food waste, green waste 
and un-waxed food-soiled paper, emit greenhouse gas 

The Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation is offering free 
tax preparation for taxpayers who meet the following 
qualifications for 2021: total household income less 
than $57,000; fewer than five stock transactions; no 
rental income; no 1040 NR and no 1099 claims; no 
separate filing for married status; and interest income 
less than $5,000.

Assistance will be offered at the Buddhist Tzu Chi 
Norwalk Service Center located at 14618 Carmenita 
Road in Norwalk every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
through April 9, and every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 
noon through April 10. No appointment is necessary 
and requests will be taken on a first come, first served 
drop-off basis only.

Organic waste recycling pilot program  Organic waste recycling pilot program  
to launch in Aprilto launch in April

emissions when they decompose in landfills. 
In 2021, the City Council adopted an ordinance 

establishing organic waste recycling requirements in 
compliance with the state law. The ordinance includes 
requirements for residential and commercial waste 
generators. Certain businesses, such as grocery stores 
and large restaurants, will be required to arrange for 
the collection and distribution of unused edible food 
for human consumption. 

The City will provide updates about the organic 
waste recycling program in future editions of “The 
Cerritos News” and on the City’s website. For more 
information, call the City’s Public Works Department 
at (562) 916-1220. 

According to the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Of-
fice, approximately 25 percent of eligible homeowners 
in Cerritos do not participate in the Homeowners’ 
Exemption (HOX) program. HOX reduces the assessed 
value of a home or condo by $7,000 for tax purposes, 
which translates to a reduction of $70 annually to a 
homeowner’s property tax bill. 

The property must be the owner’s principal place 
of residence as of January 1, and an application must 

the show on Sunday, March 27 at 3 p.m. Ticket prices 
start at $55. 

Order tickets at cerritoscenter.com or by calling the 
Ticket Office at (562) 916-8500.

To protect the health and safety of patrons, 
performers, volunteers and staff, the CCPA is follow-
ing all recommendations and requirements from 
public health officials. Health & Safety Guidelines are 
posted on the theater’s website at cerritoscenter.com. 
The CCPA reserves the right to cancel or postpone 
any event in conformance with health mandates 
from public officials in effect on the date of an event. 
Everyone attending performances must show either 
proof of full COVID-19 vaccination or a negative 
COVID-19 test result that meets Health Department 
requirements. In addition, everyone must wear a face 
covering when they are in-side the CCPA. 

March brings music and March brings music and 
magic to the CCPAmagic to the CCPA

Continued from page 1

Free tax preparation offered  Free tax preparation offered  
for qualifying householdsfor qualifying households

Please bring the following documents:
• Photo ID for you, your spouse and/or 

dependent(s)
• Social security card or ITIN card for all family 

members
• All forms of W-2 and/or other income
• All forms and documentation for deductions such 

as 1098T (tuition statement), 1098 (mortgage 
interest) and child care expenses

• Previous year’s tax return
• Copy of voided check
• Health insurance card and/or 1095 form

For more information, call (877) 889-8244 or 
visit tzuchi.us/vita. 

Homeowners’ Exemption program  Homeowners’ Exemption program  
provides property tax savingsprovides property tax savings

be submitted in order for a homeowner to qualify. 
Applications received after February 15 are prorated 
for that year, but the homeowner will receive the full 
amount the following years. The savings will continue 
until a change is recorded. 

For more information or to request an application, 
call (213) 974-3211 or (888) 807-2111. Applications 
also are available at assessor.lacounty.gov/ 
exemptions/homeowners-exemption. 
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Sign up for the free Cerritos  
E-News e-mail and text messaging 
service by visiting cerritos.us

DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID-19 CRISIS, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE INDIVIDUAL GROUPS  
AND ORGANIZATIONS BELOW TO CONFIRM UPCOMING MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES.

February 26 •  Cerritos Certified Farmers’ Market, 8 a.m.-noon,   northwest parking lot of the 
Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts. Also on March 5, 12, 19 and 26.

March 1 •  Cerritos Chinese-American Senior Citizens Association, 1:30-4:30 p.m., Cerritos 
Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 15. Contact CT Chu at (562) 276-5831. 

 •  ABC Unified School District Board meeting, 7 p.m., 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos. 
Also on March 15.

March 2 •  Planning Commission meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers. 
 •  Lunchtime Leaders, noon, via Zoom. Also on March 9, 16, 23 and 30. Contact Larry Lee at (562) 484-5035.
 •  Friends of the 1st CEB, 6 p.m., Liberty Park. Contact Chuck Sooter at (562) 860-8174.  
 •  Toastmasters International Club 3828: Eclectic Dialectics, 7:30 p.m., The Grove at Cerritos, 11000 New Falcon Way, 

Cerritos. Also on March 9, 16, 23 and 30. Contact Jimmy Chan at (562) 565-7676 or Dan Nino at (562) 508-8099.
March 3 •  Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers. 
 •  Cerritos Optimist Club, 7 a.m., Denny’s, 16907 Pioneer Blvd., Artesia. Also on March 10 and 24.  

Contact Manilal Fernando at (562) 402-4700. 
 •  Cerritos (Mid-City) Korean-American Senior Citizens Association, 9 a.m.-noon, Cerritos Senior Center  

at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 17. Contact Kyo Kim at (562) 900-9382.
 •  Cerritos Indo-American Seniors, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 17.  

Contact Dinesh Shah at (562) 650-4587. 
 •  Formosa Senior Association, 1:30-4:30 p.m., Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 17.  

Contact Christine Lee at (213) 219-1430.
March 4 •  Filipino Seniors of Cerritos, 1:30-4:30 p.m., Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 18.  

Contact Mayette Centeno at (562) 331-0938. 
March 7 •  Cerritos Gadabouts, 9 a.m.-noon, Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 21.  

Contact Virginia Harmon at (562) 477-3051.
March 8 •  The “Original” Happy Seniors of Cerritos, 1:30-4:30 p.m., Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 22. 

Contact Victoria Ilano at (562) 862-2842.  
 •  Cerritos Republican Club, 7 p.m., Cerritos Library Skyline Room.  

Contact Mark Dameron at (562) 833-5380 or mdameron1969@me.com, or visit cerritos-republican.org. 
March 9 •  Soroptimist International of Artesia-Cerritos, 6 p.m., via Zoom. Also on March 23.  

Contact Gabrielle Babcock at (972) 890-3636. 
 •  Cerritos Rod & Gun Club, 7 p.m.  

Contact Leila Nam at (562) 505-8088 or leilanam123@gmail.com for location.
March 10 •  City Council meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers.
 •  Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos, 11 a.m., Cerritos Park East.  

Contact Sue Verway at (562) 926-2660. 
 •  Cerritos Folk Dancers, 1:30-4:30 p.m., Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 24.  

Contact Wen Chiang at (562) 865-8854.
 •  Da’ Hawaii Senior Club, 1:30-4:30 p.m. Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park. Also on March 24.  

Contact Carmelita Tiongson at (562) 305-7995.
 •  Bellflower Unified School District Board meeting, 7:30 p.m., 16703 S. Clark Avenue, Bellflower.
March 13 •  Daylight Saving Time begins
 •  ‘Ahahui ‘O Lili‘uokalani Hawaiian Civic Club of Southern California, 10 a.m., John Jensen residence.  

Contact John Jensen at (562) 926-2286 for more information.
March 16 •  Community Safety Committee meeting, 7 p.m., Cerritos Sheriff’s Station/Community Safety Center.
March 17  •  Fine Arts and Historical Commission meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers.
 •  Philippine Society of Southeast Los Angeles, 7 p.m., Liberty Park. Contact Nimfa Castro at (562) 822-3633.
March 21 •  Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club, 7 p.m., via Zoom.  

Contact Elaine Duvali at (562) 706-1032 or hhhdemocrats@gmail.com. 
March 23 •  Let Freedom Ring Committee meeting, 7 p.m., Cerritos Sheriff’s Station/Community Safety Center.
March 24 •  City Council meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers. 
March 29 •  Property Preservation Commission meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall Council Chambers. 
March 31 •  La Palma-Cerritos American Association of University Women, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Cerritos Library.  

Contact Karen Cox at (562) 519-0596. 
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Reset your clocks  Reset your clocks  
on March 13on March 13

Daylight saving time begins on Sunday, March 13. 
When setting your clocks forward one hour, replace 
the batteries in your smoke alarms and check the 
units to make sure they are functioning properly. 

A typical smoke alarm has a life span of approxi-
mately 10 years. A properly functioning smoke alarm 
can greatly reduce the risks of death and/or injuries 
in the event of a fire. 

Contract awarded Contract awarded 
for arterial street and for arterial street and 
landscape maintenancelandscape maintenance

The Cerritos City Council has awarded a 
$1,859,320 annual contract to Bright View Landscape 
Services, Inc., of Santa Ana, to maintain landscaping 
for various City areas, including arterial streets, center 
medians and various freeway areas. The contract is 
for a four-year term with a provision of up to two one-
year extensions. Bright View has delivered landscap-
ing services to the City since 2015. 

Cerritos Resident Cerritos Resident 
Talent Showcase Talent Showcase 
features music  features music  

and danceand dance
Cerritos residents are invited to participate in the 

Talent Showcase celebrating the City’s 66th anniver-
sary, which will be cablecast at 7 p.m. on Friday, April 
22; Saturday, April 23; and Sunday, April 24. The show 
features Cerritos residents, ages 4 and older, in sing-
ing, dancing and musical performances.

To participate, complete and submit the digital 
entry form available at cerritos.us by Monday, March 
7. Qualifying acts will be notified by email and must 
record their performances on Tuesday, April 5 or 
Wednesday, April 6 by appointment only. The number 
of acts will be limited and acts cannot exceed four 
minutes. Group performances may include a maxi-
mum of six members (at least half of the group must 
be Cerritos residents). Recorded accompaniment 
music must be in mp3 format. Participation certifi-
cates will be issued.

For more information, call Cerritos Park East at 
(562) 407-2611. 


