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the single firm in Santa Fe Springs as noted within the EPA report.  The City, not wanting to 

make the same error as the press and media,  has been working to obtain the most 

accurate information possible on this issue, and even as I write this article the facts we are 

being given are changing. 

 My City Council colleagues, our City staff and I were equally stunned and concerned 

about the news, as we had received no prior notification about the release of the NATA 

report or its findings. More so when you consider we were only contacted by one local media 

station and one newspaper to clarify the “facts”. The City Council and City staff took 

immediate action to demand current and accurate information from the EPA, South Coast 

Air Quality Management District and the California Air Resources Board.  The City has also 

retained an air quality expert as a consultant to conduct its own studies of this issue. 

 In response to the City’s concerns, EPA representatives began an investigation into 

the report’s findings.  On June 24, EPA representatives reported the purported elevated 

cancer risk was caused by Hydrazine emissions from Heraeus Metal Processing (formerly 

PGP Industries Inc.) in the City of Santa Fe Springs.  Also in response to the City’s request, 

the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) sent field inspectors to the 

Heraeus Metal Processing facility to conduct tests for Hydrazine emissions.  The processing 

and analysis of the tests will take approximately two weeks. 

 The City and I also contacted United States Representatives Linda Sánchez and 

Grace Napolitano and requested their assistance with demanding an investigation and 

response from the EPA.  They were both highly responsive to the City’s request for help.  On 

June 30, City staff participated in a conference call with Congresswoman Napolitano and 

Lisa Jackson, the top official with the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

 As a follow-up to staff’s conversation with Administrator Jackson, I have written a 

letter to her requesting thorough research into this issue by the EPA.  If the emissions at  
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Heraeus in Santa Fe Springs were at an unacceptable and illegal level, I have demanded to 

know what actions were taken by the EPA in 2002 to regulate the company and remediate 

this issue to protect the health of our community.  It is unconscionable that the Cities of 

Cerritos and Santa Fe Springs were not notified in 2002 of this alleged emission.  We only 

became aware of this issue from the recent widespread media coverage, including 28 

television news reports, articles in numerous newspapers, nationwide news radio 

broadcasts, and reporting on Internet news websites.  It also begs the question as to why 

the EPA did not distribute this information to the public through press releases to the news 

media in 2002 and/or our cities. 

I have also requested a retraction of the NATA report and an apology from the EPA 

for the resulting misleading media reports that caused great alarm in our community.   

 The City is also investigating its legal rights as they relate to the ongoing operations 

of Heraeus Metal Processing in Santa Fe Springs. The City of Cerritos has sent a letter to the 

City of Santa Fe Springs requesting advance notice of all meetings of the Santa Fe Springs 

Planning Commission and City Council, and for copies of all staff reports and environmental 

studies, in connection with the possible extension, later this summer, of any Conditional Use 

Permit for Heraeus Metal Processing.  In addition, the City has asked the City of Santa Fe 

Springs for copies of any applications, permits and notices of violation and/or reports from 

the California Department of Toxic Substances Control, South Coast Air Quality Management 

District, and the Santa Fe Springs Department of Fire – Rescue related to Heraeus Metal 

Processing. 

 The EPA and South Coast AQMD will report their findings on this issue at a town hall 

meeting to be held in conjunction with the City of Cerritos, later this month.  I invite all 

members of our community to attend the meeting.  As soon as the meeting date and 

location are finalized the information will be posted on the City’s website and on Cerritos  
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TV3.  I would like to assure Cerritos residents, and the people who work in and visit our 

City, that the City will continue proactively working with the EPA, South Coast AQMD and 

the California Air Resources Board to continue to seek accurate and credible analyses of the 

air quality in our community. 

# # # 
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