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SECTION 1.0
INTRODUCTION TO THE HOUSING ELEMENT

Accommodating the housing needs of the State of California is an important goal for the City of
Cerritos, regional agencies and State agencies. As the population of the State continues to grow
and pressure on resources increases, Cerritos is concerned with providing adequate housing
opportunities while maintaining a high standard of living for all citizens in the community.

Recognizing the importance of providing adequate housing, the State has mandated a Housing
Element with every General Plan since 1969. This Housing Element (2000-2005) was created in
compliance with State General Plan law pertaining to Housing Elements and was certified by the
California Department ofHousing and Community Development on _

1.1 PURPOSE

The State of California has declared that "the availability of housing is of vital statewide
importance and the early attainment of decent housing and a suitable living environment
for every California family is a priority of the highest order." In addition, government
and the private sector should make an effort to provide a diversity of housing
opportunities and accommodate regional housing needs through a cooperative effort,
while maintaining a responsibility toward economic, environmental and fiscal factors and
community goals within the General Plan.

Further, State Housing Element law requires "An assessment of housing needs and an
inventory of resources and constraints relevant to the meeting of those needs." The law
reqUIres:

• An analysis of population and employment trends;
• An analysis of the City's fair share of the regional housing needs;
• An analysis ofhousehold characteristics;
• An inventory of suitable land for residential development;
• An analysis of governmental and non-governmental constraints on the

improvement, maintenance and development of housing;
• An analysis of special housing needs;
• An analysis of opportunities for energy conservation; and,
• An analysis of publicly assisted housing developments that may convert to non­

assisted housing developments.

The purpose of these requirements is to develop an understanding of the existing and
projected housing needs within the community and to set forth policies and schedules
which promote preservation, improvement and development of diverse types and costs of
housing throughout Cerritos.

Citv of Cerritos Housinl!Element



1.2 ORGANIZATION

The Cerritos Housing Element is organized into five primary sections:

• Review of Previous Element: an evaluation of the previous element based on
appropriateness, effectiveness and progress of the previous housing program;

• Housing Needs: an analysis of demographic variables, such as population,
employment and households;

• Inventory of Resources: an analysis of the housing supply, housing condition,
housing vacancy, housing affordability, neighborhood resources and at-risk units;

• Constraints: an analysis of governmental constraints, non-governmental
constraints and opportunities for energy conservation; and,

• Housing Program: This section identifies housing goals, policies and objectives.
Funding sources are identified and schedules for implementation are set forth. In
addition, a quantified objectives summary is provided.

1.3 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER ELEMENTS

State law requires that" ... the General Plan and elements and parts thereof comprise an
integrated, internally consistent, and compatible statement of policies ... " The purpose of
requiring internal consistency is to avoid policy conflict and provide a clear policy guide
for the future maintenance, improvement, and development of housing within the City.

The Housing Element is part of a comprehensive update of the Cerritos General Plan. All
elements of the Cerritos General Plan have been reviewed for consistency and completed
in coordination with the Housing Element.

1.4 CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Public participation for the 2000-2005 Housing Element has included a series of study
sessions and public hearings. In addition, a public review draft was prepared and made
available to the community for a 30-day review period. The public review draft was sent
to the Los Angeles County Housing Authority (LACHA), 8 neighboring cities, Los
Angeles County, Orange County, 18 non-profit organizations and various service
providers (See Attachment 1). The public review draft included comments received from
City staff and the Planning Commission.

City of Cerritos Housing Element 2 December 2001



1.5 REVIEW OF PREVIOUS ELEMENT

The purpose of this section is to evaluate the last Cerritos Housing Element and
subsequent housing program according to:

1) The appropriateness of the housing program m contributing toward the state
housing goal;

2) The effectiveness of the housing program; and,
3) The progress of the housing program.

THE STATE HOUSING GOAL

Attainment of the State's housing goal is approached by passing down gross allocations
of housing unit goals to regional governments, which in turn allocate the housing unit
goals to counties and cities. At this time, counties and cities analyze the needs of their
respective communities in the formulation of a housing program. Finally, the housing
program sets forth goals, policies and objectives toward the attainment of the local
housing unit goals and ultimately the State housing goal.

The document produced by regional governments that allocates housing unit goals is
referred to as the "Regional Housing Needs Assessment" (RHNA's). Due to a lack of
State funding, regional governments did not produce a RENA between 1994 and 1998.
The last funded RHNA was in 1988 from the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG), which set forth a housing goal of 614,289 units for its six county
region between 1988 and 1994. Since there was not a RENA between 1994 and 1998,
the 1988 RHNA remained effective through the end of 1997.

Between 1989 and 1998, the SCAG region achieved 71.2 percent of the RHNA goal
through new construction. Los Angeles County had the lowest level of achievement out
of the area counties with 42.4 percent, while Imperial and Riverside Counties had the
highest levels of achievement. The remaining counties ranged between 70 and 95 percent
of achievement.

Los Angeles County most likely did not achieve its housing goals between 1989 and
1998 for three reasons:

1) A recession in the early to mid 1990's had negative impacts on the housing
market;

2) There is a lack of large, easily developed residentially zoned vacant lands in Los
Angeles County. At the same time, there are easily developed large vacant tracts
in nearby counties, such as Riverside County; and,

3) The future needs in SCAG's RHNA were established according to previous
household growth rates, instead of the availability of vacant residential lands or
anticipated job growth. This resulted in inappropriate housing allocations.
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TABLE 1
RHNA ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS - SCAG REGION (1989-1998)

., _.~- . - . -_._, . ~_.- . .' . ~-,,-,,- ,,- _.-'.._--- .. -._-,"" .-.-

Jurisdiction - RHNA New Level of
Goal Construction Achievement

Los Angeles County 291,983 123,696 42.4%
Orange County 99,808 93,518 93.7%
Riverside County 97,080 119,923 123.5%
San Bernardino County 92,656 70,548 76.1%
Ventura County 29,131 23,773 81.6%
Imperial County 3,632 6,209 171.0%
SCAG REGIONAL TOTAL 614,290 437,667 71.2%

Source: SCAG 1988 RHNA, DOF

Comparatively, Los Angeles County's level of RHNA achievement is similar to the
overall perfonnance of cities in the Cerritos area. The City of Cerritos had the second to
last level of RHNA achievement out of the surrounding cities. The City was only able to
achieve 10.5 percent of the RHNA goal through new construction, which is less than the
level of achievement for the County and the SCAG region. The low achievement level
can be attributed to a lack of large tracts of residentially zoned vacant land. In 1990, the
City had roughly 20-30 acres of vacant residential land, but a housing allocation of 1,420
units. In order to achieve the goal, the City would have to plan for densities in the 50-70
units per acre range.

TABLE 2
RHNA ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS - SURROUNDING CITIES (1989-1998)

._~-. - - --- -"'-- - -- ._._---.._-_ ..~-

Jurisdiction RHNA Actual Level of
Goal Construction Achievement

Cerritos 1,420 149 10.5%
Artesia 209 54 25.8%
Bellflower 2,103 237 11.3%
Lakewood 982 561 57.1%
La Palma 107 136 127.1%
Norwalk 1,243 442 35.6%
Santa Fe Springs 260 -152 -58.5%
TOTAL 6,324 1,427 22.6%

_.-._-" - .-. " .. " -- -~"-'-'-'---

Source: SCAG 1988 RHNA, DOF
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APPROPRIATENESS, EFFECTIVENESS AND PROGRESS

The following section evaluates appropriateness, effectiveness and progress of the City's
housing program through its. goals and subsequent program actions.

GOAL 1

Advance equal housing opportunities for all persons in the community

1.1 Section 8 Rental Assistance Program

The program allows very low income households to choose an apartment or house
and receive a tenant-based rental subsidy through the Housing Authority of the
County of Los Angeles. The intent was to increase the number of rental subsidies
from approximately 33 to 83, which is appropriate toward the attainment of the
state housing goal. The goal of an additional 50 - Section 8 vouchers/certificates
has not been met, due to a limited number of certificates in the region and efforts
have been stifled through complicated coordination with the County Housing
Authority. The City's limited personnel have put significant time and resources
into exploring avenues of increasing the number of Section 8 vouchers in the
community with little success.

1.2 Density Bonus Program

The program planned to amend the Zoning Code in compliance with State density
bonus law was designed to provide additional very low and low income units in
Cerritos. The program was implemented and grants a density bonus of 25 percent
for developers that allocate at least 20 percent of the units in a housing project to
lower income households, or 10 percent for very low income households, or at
least 50 percent for "qualifying residents" (e.g. senior citizens). Furthermore, the
program ensures affordability of all lower income density bonus units for a
minimum 30-year period.

1.3 Senior Housing Program

The City set a five year goal to develop 100 affordable senior housing units on a
parcel of land owned by the Cerritos Redevelopment Agency. The program was
effectively implemented and the City has continued efforts to develop senior
housing. In January 2000, the Emerald Villas, a 126 unit affordable senior
housing community opened. Another 98 unit senior housing community (93 units
affordable) is scheduled to open in Spring 2001 and a complex with 155
congregate living units (105 units affordable) is currently under construction.

1.4 Senior Housing Study
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In order to encourage the development of affordable senior housing in the City of
Cerritos, the City conducted a study to identify suitable sites. The study resulted
in the development ~ of three senior housing projects. Consequently, the City
allocated monies from the Redevelopment Agency's 20 percent set-aside funds to
subsidize five million dollars for the construction of the Emerald Villas senior
housing project, and anticipates on subsidizing 5 million dollars for the Pioneer
Villas project and 8 million dollars for the Chancellor Village project.

1.5 Shared Housing Program

In order to provide housing opportunity, use space more efficiently and lessen
cost burdens, the City of Cerritos planned to establish a shared housing process.
The City did not achieve the process, mostly due to staffing constraints, but the
program is appropriate in accommodating housing needs. The City should
continue to explore alternative shared housing processes, such as supporting the
existing efforts of the Area-wide Agency on Aging.

1.6 Equal Housing Program

The City does not support any activities that may cause housing opportunities to
be denied to any individual or family. Cerritos set a goal to respond aggressively
to any complaint regarding housing discrimination, however the City has received
minimal complaints. The City should investigate contracting with a third party
non-profit, such as the Los Angeles County Fair Housing Council, to handle the
Equal Housing Program, which would allow persons in the community a more
approachable channel for discrimination issues.

00AL2

Reduce governmental constraints which inhibit the provision of affordable housing

2.1 Simplified Residential Development Review Process

In order to reduce governmental constraints and subsequent costs on the
development of housing, the City of Cerritos planned to review entitlement
procedures and ensure minimum processing time. No formal documents have
been produced due to staffing limitations, but the City has been effective in
encouraging simultaneous review of City required developmental reports. The
City should continue to improve efficiency within the entitlement process and
attempt a more formal review.

City of Cerritos Housing Element December 2()() 1



2.2 Reduced Development Fees

The City sought to reduce or eliminate development and permit fees, on a case­
by-case basis, for affordable housing developments. Most recently City imposed
fees were waived outright for three senior affordable housing projects.

2.3 Land Use Element Review Program

In order to accommodate additional housing, the city considered increasing
densities on remaining vacant or underdeveloped residential land. The Program
was never implemented on an annual basis, as anticipated, due to the large
amount of time needed to implement, coupled with the lack of staff. However,
there have been recent rezones that resulted in additional residential land. Since
1995, the City of Cerritos has processed approximately five General Plan
Amendments/Development Map Amendments changing land use designations to
residential. Three of the referenced five amendments were necessary to permit
the construction of 224 residential units.

The Land Use Element is currently being updated through the General Plan
process and will include a comprehensive analysis of lands with potential for
residential development.

2.4 Redevelopment Set-aside Fund Transfers

In order to provide adequate sites for the housing needs allocation, the City
planned to establish a redevelopment set-aside transfer to other cities in the
region. The City researched fund transfers, but the local housing needs of seniors
were determined to be a higher priority. The City also concluded that fund
transfers occur in only exceptionally rare cases and is generally prohibited by the
State. Further research could be conducted on redevelopment set-aside fund
transfers and the potential benefits of recently passed Assembly Bill 2041. AB
2041 recognizes the difficulty cities may have building low and moderate income
housing due to the availability and cost of land. The Assembly Bill would allow
cities to establish a joint powers authority that would pool their low and moderate
income housing funds to allow for affordable housing to be built in their
surrounding area.

GOAL 3

Provide various forms of development assistance for affordable housing

3.1 Reverse Annuity Mortgage Program

The program was intended to assist homeowners that have substantial equity in
their homes, but little cash income. A local lending institution was to provide
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monthly payments based on the value of their home. The City did not establish
this program. Although the intent seemed appropriate, the program generated
uncertainty and complexities, as to the details of program implementation.

3.2 Homeless Shelter Program

The City of Cerritos annually contributes $50,000 to the Rio Hondo Homeless
Shelter and $7,000 to Su Casa Home for battered women and children. The
program is on-going and recently the City has increased funding for the Su Casa
Home from $7,000 to $20,000.

GOAL 4

Maintain the community's existing housing stock, particularly the affordable
housing units

4.1 Deferred Rehabilitation Loans

The City planned to identify funding sources for low interest rehabilitation loans
to assist homeowners with code violations or exterior improvements. Funding
sources were not identified, due to lack of staffing. Given large portions of the
housing stock will be reaching 20 to 30 years of age, the City should make efforts
to first identify the need for rehabilitation loans and second a source of funding.
Funding sources can include Community Development Block Grants (CDBG),
HOME monies, Housing Enabled by Local Partnerships (HELP) monies and the
Redevelopment Agency's 20 percent set-aside funds. The City should also
consider the possibility of contracting these planning activities.

4.2 City Wide Pride Program

In an effort to promote city wide pride through property maintenance, volunteer
judges evaluate nominated properties based on general appearance as well as
architectural and landscape design. For residential properties, judges are
instructed to look for homes that have been remodeled and which possess
driveways and walkways that are free of oil, rust and paint stains. One hundred
winners are chosen from throughout Cerritos annually and recognized at the City
Wide Pride Awards Banquet that is held in July. Due to the level of success the
program has had over the years, the Cityshould consider expanding the program
to include low interest home improvement loans and/or grants to qualified
residents.

4.3 Grant Program

The City planned to identify funding sources for grants up to a certain amount for
exterior improvements. The City was successful in identifying funds and
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provides up to $300 for qualified senior and disabled residents. Cerritos currently
provides approximately 15 grants a year. The program has been effective in
neighborhood preservation and should be continued over the next planning
period.

4.4 Cerritos Code Enforcement Program

In order to prevent the deterioration of its housing stock, the City has continued to
bring substandard properties into compliance with existing codes. Monthly the
City has a caseload of between 190 and 260 various residential violations, with
one-third to one-half of those being resolved a month. The remaining umesolved
case violations are reviewed in the following months.

4.5 Senior and Disabled Citizen Labor Assistance Program

The City intended to coordinate the provision of labor for minor housing repair to
seniors and disabled households. The City made efforts to find interested
community groups and service organizations to provide the labor. Unfortunately,
the City was only able to recruit the Boy Scouts of America to participate in the
City's Senior and Disabled Citizen Assistance Program. The City of Cerritos
should continue to recruit other organizations in its effort to improve and expand
this program.

4.6 One-Far-One Replacement Housing Program

The program would require any lost at-risk units to be replaced on a one-far-one
basis. The program would place the replacement responsibility on private
developer. The City was never notified of at-risk units in the planning period, so
the program was not tested. However, the program's implementation should be
strengthened, so the one-far-one replacement is not curtailed in the case of future
at-risk conversion.

4.7 Substandard Property Abatement Program

The City annually budgets funds to remove unsafe structures or abate code
violations that threaten the health, safety and welfare of the community. Over the
last five years code violations have resulted in the demolition of five structures,
all of which have been abandoned service stations.
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GOALS

Provide increased opportunities for home ownership

5.1 First-Time Home Buyers Assistance Program

The City sought to establish a program that identifies sources for First-Time
Homebuyer Assistance Program. The program was never established, due to lack
of staffing. Cerritos plays an important regional role in providing housing
opportunities to families and other households seeking ownership. Consequently,
the City should investigate consulting· finns and mortgage brokers to develop and
administer a First-Time Homebuyer Assistance Program that would target
households that are in the Low and Moderate Income Groups.

CONCLUSION

The City of Cerritos has played an important role in promoting housing opportunities throughout
the community. The City has utilized Redevelopment funds for various activities within the
community. In addition, the City has been successful in implementing and preserving many of
the actions in the Housing Program, such as the Senior Housing Program and Study, the Equal
Housing Program, the Homeless Shelter Program, the City Wide Pride Program, the Grant
Program and the Code Enforcement Program. For instance, between 1998 and 2001 the City of
Cerritos has already met their new 1998-2005 RHNA Very Low and Low housing need, through
actions from the previous Housing Program.

Furthennore, the City has addressed the housing needs of their aging community by encouraging
the development of senior housing communities with redevelopment funds, which offer units to
all segments of the senior population.

There however are actions that need more attention. For instance, the Shared Housing Program,
Deferred Rehabilitation Loans and the First Time Home Buyer Assistance Program are actions
that the City has not implemented that could help various citizens in Cerritos better their current
housing situations. The City could conduct further research on redevelopment set-aside fund
transfers. The City should expand the City Wide Pride program and make more effort on the
Senior and Disabled Labor Assistance Program. Furthennore, the City should strengthen the
One-For-One At-Risk Replacement Program and give incentives to promote housing for the
special need populations. Finally, to allow the housing programs in Cerritos to be given
appropriate attention, the City should prioritize housing programs contained in this report and
retain additional personnel to implement such programs.
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SECTION 2.0
SUMMARY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

The following section summarizes and analyzes the existing housing conditions in Cerritos. The
section consists of two major sections: Section 2.1 - Housing Needs Assessment - an analysis
of population trends, employment trends, household trends and special needs, and Section 2.2 ­
Inventory of Resources - an analysis of existing housing characteristics, housing conditions,
vacancy trends, housing costs and availability, neighborhood and community resources, "at-risk
housing" and suitable lands for future development.

2.1 HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT

To effectively determine the present and future housing needs of the City of Cerritos, it is
important to analyze demographic variables, such as population, employment and
households. This data is gathered from the 1970 - 1990 U.S. Census Reports, the State
Department of Finance (Demographic Research Unit), Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) and AnysitelDatum Populus. See the Appendix for a complete list
of data sources.

POPULATION TRENDS

The City of Cerritos is located in Los Angeles County, which is one of six counties
(Imperial, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura) that are a part of the Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) region, a regional planning agency.

Over the last twenty years Los Angeles County represents the smallest proportionate gain
in the region. For example, Los Angeles County grew by 32.2 percent over the last two
decades, while Riverside County grew by over 129 percent. The lower proportionate
growth can be attributed to a myriad of factors including out-migrations of populations
from the central-Los Angeles area and the lack of easily developed land in the central­
Los Angeles area, lifestyle preferences and dynamics within proportionate analysis.

Although Los Angeles County has experienced relatively small proportionate growth, the
County has continued to accommodate large populations. Currently, Los Angeles
County has an estimated population of 9,884,255, which represents an increase of
2,407,017 persons since 1980. Los Angeles County has the largest population in the
region, followed by Orange and San Bernardino,

City of Cerritos Housing Element
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TABLE 3
POPULATION - SCAG COUNTIES

'- .'---.- ,-. ,,-_..

1990 2000
Change

County 1980 (1980-2000)
Number Percent

Imperial 92,110 109,303 145,285 53,175 57.7%
Los Angeles 7,477,238 8,863,164 9,884,255 2,407,017 32.2%

Orange 1,932,921 2,410,556 2,828,351 895,430 46.3%
Riverside 663,199 1,170,413 1,522,855 859,656 129.6%

San Bernardino 895,016 1,418,380 1,689,281 794,265 88.7%
Ventura 529,174 669,016 756,501 227,327 43.0%
TOTAL .11,589,658 14,640,832 16,826,528 5,236,870 45.2%

.- .- .'

Source: 1980-1990 Census, Department ofFmance

The City of Cerritos is bordered by eight cities: Artesia, Bellflower, Buena Park,
Lakewood, La Palma, La Mirada, Norwalk and Santa Fe Springs. Out of the nine-city
area, the City of Cerritos had the largest numerical and proportionate growth over the last
three decades, most of which occurred between 1970 and 1980. Cerritos grew by 266.2
percent between 1970 and 2000, while the city with the second largest growth was La
Palma.

Cerritos' growth over the last thirty years represents 36.6 percent of the total growth of
the entire nine-city area, but is only the fifth largest city in the area. Cerritos' recent
growth can be attributed to the fact that the surrounding cities were built-out earlier and
in tum had absorbed populations decades earlier. In the 1960's and 1970's Cerritos
converted large amounts of its agricultural land to housing and commercial uses, which
allowed for rapid growth.

TABLE 4
POPULATION - CERRITOS AND SURROUNDING CITIES.. _... ~.'"-,~--"' .._ .

City 1970 1980 1990 2000
Change

(1970-2000)
Number Percent

Cerritos 15,856 53,020 53,240 58,063 42,207 266.2%
Artesia 14,757 14,301 15,464 17,132 2,375 16.1%

Bellflower 51,454 53,411 61,815 68,345 16,891 32.8%
Buena Park 63,646 64,165 68,784 77,267 13,621 21.4%
Lakewood 82,973 74,511 73,557 80,952 -2,021 -2.4%
La Palma 9,687 15,399 15,392 16,537 6,850 70.7%
La Mirada 30,808 40,986 40,452 49,918 19,110 62.0%
Norwalk 91,827 84,901 94,279 104,473 12,646 13.8%

Santa Fe Springs 14,750 14,520 15,520 16,463 1,713 11.6%
TOTAL 375,,758 14.!5,214 438,503 489,150 113,392 30.2%.. -'-"._.-_.

Source: 1970-1990 Census, Department ofFmance
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CHARTl
POPULATION GROWTH COMPARISON
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From 1960 to 1970 the City grew from 3,508 persons to 15,856 persons, which represents
an annual growth rate of 35.2 percent. In the 1970's the growth rate dropped only
slightly as Cerritos grew by more than 37,000 persons. Between 1980 and 1990 the
population growth slowed drastically where the City only grew by 220 persons or 0.4
percent. Members of the community feel that the 1990 Census numbers were inaccurate,
however, for purposes of updating this housing element, the 1990 Census numbers are
considered the official source and conclusions are drawn accordingly.

Cerritos currently has a population of 58,063 persons and is projected to grow by only
4,140 persons or 7.1 percent over the next twenty years. This stabilization trend can be
attributed to the City expanding to its full build-out capacity.

TABLE 5
POPULATION TRENDS - CITY OF CERRITOS

Year
Total Numeric Percent Annual Percent

Population Change Change Change

1960 3,508
1970 15,856 12,348 352.0% I 35.2%
1980 53,020 37,164 I 234.4% 23.4%
1990 53,240 220 0.4% 0.04%
2000 58,063 4,823 9.1% 0.9%
2005 58,988 925 1.6% 0.3%
2010 59,680 692 I 1.2% 0.2%
2015 60,836 1,156 1.9% 0.4%
2020 62,203 1,367 2.2% 0.5%

-,"- ~ ---~ ~_ .. _ .. _-..-- - +---.--

Source: 1960-1990 Census, Department of Finance, SCAG
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Currently, 27.1 percent of the population in Cerritos is under the age of 17 years and this
age group has experienced average numeric growth over the last ten years. The 75 years
and older category had the largest proportionate growth and the second largest numeric
growth, which suggests an ageing community and an increase in demand for senior
housing. In addition, the 18:.24 age group was the only age category that decreased. This
implies a solid migration of younger populations leaving home to other communities and
subsequently less demand for rental units.

The 25-34 age group is very dynamic, because this group is the predominate age range
where families are beginning to form and persons make the transition from renting to
ownership. Over the last ten years this category increased by 772 persons or 11.7
percent, which suggests the need for larger single family homes has grown or sustained
while the amount of land available for new single family housing in Cerritos has
diminished. The median age in 2000 is estimated to be 34.1 years, which is equal to the
State's median age. The median age has increased and is anticipated to continue
increasing as families age in place and baby boomers retire.

TABLE 6
POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS- .

Age 1990 2000 Chan2e
Group Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

0-4 Years 3,034 5.7% 3,716 6.4% 682 22.5%
5-17 Years 11,660 21.9% 12,019 20.7% 359 3.1%

18-24 Years 5,909 11.1 % 5,864 10.1% -45 -0.8%
25-34 Years 6,602 12.4% 7,374 12.7% 772 11.7%
35-44 Years 9,849 18.5% 10,684 18.4% 835 8.5%
45-54 Years 9,317 17.5% 9,871 17.0% 554 5.9%
55-64 Years 3,887 7.3% 4,238 7.3% 351 9.0%
65-74 Years 2,130 4.0% 2,613 4.5% 483 22.7%
75+ Years 852 I 1.6% 1,684 2.9% 832 97.7%
TOTAL 53,240 100.0% 58,063 100.0% 4,823 9.1%

Median ~ge 33.0 Years 34.1 Years 1.1 3.3%

Source: 1990 Census, AnysltelDatum Populus.com

In 1990, 55.4 percent of families in Cerritos had at least one child (under 18 years of age)
in their household. Comparatively, in Los Angeles County 50.8 percent of families have
the presence of children. Of the families with children in Cerritos, married couples head
83.0 percent of the families.
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CHART 2
FAMILY STATUS AND PRESENCE OF CHILDREN -1990

. 8.9%

48.7%

III Married-couple wi Children DSingle Person wi children

o Married-couple w/o children I!I Single Person wlo children

According to the 1990 Census, 24,171 persons in Cerritos classified themselves as
AsianJPacific Islander, which translated to 45.4 percent of the population. In 2000 the
number of AsianlPacific Islanders has decreased by only 888 persons or 3.7 percent. In
contrast to the AnysitelDatum Populus projections, the City estimates that the number of
AsianlPacific Islanders has increased rather than decreased since 1990. The White cohort
represented the second largest race category with 42.4 percent in 1990, and currently
represents the largest category with 42.6 percent of the Cerritos population. Compared to
the County and the State, the City of Cerritos has a much more diverse population.

TABLE 7
POPULATION BY RACE

- .._~,'-'~ .. .-", .-~ --" "--. .-'. - -"--'.----_.-

Category 1990 2000 Change
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

White 22,573 42.4% 24,735 42.6% 2,161 9.6%
Black 3,940 7.4% 4,587 7.9% 647 16.4%

Amer. Indian 160 0.3% 232 0.4% 72 45.0%
Asian/Pacific 24,171 45.4% 23,283 40.1% -888 -3.7%

Islander
Other 2,396 4.5% 5,226 9.0% 2,830 118.1%

TOTAL 53,240 100.0% 58,063 100.0 4,823 9.1%- ._" .- -- .--,'- --,. - - .. ..

,...~i~~.3:nic.*.. I. 6,282 I ..11:8%J }.4,05} J 24.2% I. 7,769 123.7%
~.-- -.. .. .-

Source: 1990 Census, Anyslte/Datum Populus.com *HIspamc category IS not mutually exclusIve

In 1990, 32.6 percent of the Cerritos population had a bachelor degree or a professional
degree. Comparatively, only 19.7 percent of the County's population had the same type
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